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.tooct, and piakins an excuse that the noise of 
iitde Jcfssie disturbed him, requested her mother 
to try to amuse her at the window. The moment 
William thought he could speak without being 
heard, he informed Mr. Monteith he had learned 
that an order for his removal had been given, and 
that in two days, he feared, he would be taken 
from Stirling, on his way to England, to be tried 
at Carlisle ; that he had discovered that Colonel 
^ ^ Monteith had had interest enoush to be allowed 
^ to detain the children, under the pretence of 
4. taking care of theiHi and that strict orders had 
H beeh^i4?en to the goveriM^r of the cattle not to 
suffer them, -or Mrs. Monteith, to quit the prison 
t tin after his remdvaL '* But, my dea^ good mas- 
Pj ter,'* continued WiWialii; saBejlig^^^^ 
e clasp hirf hands hi agciy, f}jdi6JS^ de^psSr 4 i^pf^fe 
^ thought of a^mefl^d of ^^luding the viffudM^ Of 
^ the governor, and ^ th^'*^iie'|kneipreVenth?g - 
any blame from beingsattachted td the^^^jler, who 
is a relation of my wifi!s»io3.*Y^9;w6ljl^ other- 
wise be suspected. Forlsqwie-tkrfe? pist, 3t have 
pretended to take up the business of a carrier be- 
tween this place anrd Edinburgh, and have gone 
regularly, twice a week, with a couple of asses, 
loaded with paiiniers. To-morrow morning, by 
four o'clock, I shall quit the town, as usual ; but 
shall return under your window with my wife ; 
when I think you may be abjjfc by some con- 
trivance, to lower the children Aps, without their 
sustaining the sligd^est injury. Jane and I will 
dress them so as to appear like peasant's children, 
and I win carry the boys to E4a^a\a^ \Ei'^^'^«^' 
niei^, while Jane shall IoYLonv *m ^ ^^iX^ n^»^.^^o^l^ 
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felt convincedi that instant death must, be ti^ con- 
sequence, if he did so ; and the fear of addhg to 
Itia poor wife's sufierings, by making her a witt^ss 
to such a dreadful catastrophe) weighed against tit 
the argiimeDls hia faithful aervaat could urge ; 
and when the jailer summoned William from the 
presence, of his master, be was forced to leave 
the prison, without having the alighteat hope of 
being able to save him. 

Mr. Monteith communicated to hia wife so 
much of what William had told him. as reconciled 
her to the plan of letting the children dona from 
the window. Wi'ham had brought, concealed 
under his coat, a strong r(^e, which Mr. Monteith 
was to let down in the morning, for him to attach 
a basket sufficiently large to contain a child ; the 
difficult, tlierefore, Wy;i|ij'ce«in'g Ihfem through 
the bars of the window; and.Tiv pei^ijulin^ jbom 
to be quiet. The who]^ nicht was ocgupieS in 
making preparations ; af^r.' ^uids^ deilpairing of 
success, Mr. Monteith felt jhe'itsir 'shake in his 
hand, and a few minute^ b^ft»« :'{VtllkrQ,~>[!Beared, 
he bad the satis&ction 'df "removing it's^ifRciently 
to permit the largest of the boys to get through. 
The moment this, was accomplished, Mrs. Mon- 
teith began to prepare the children, though the 
agony she endured, both from parting with them 
for the first time in her life, and from the danger 
she could not help seeing they ran, in case of any 
unforeseen accident happening to the rope, duiing 
their descents rendered her scarcely able to cam.- 
plete her task. Mr. MVoQ\£\l.\i «^a \i.w- ^^"^^ 
raore composed hiaiae\E-, aa \vfe ?«ai^ 'y^'-'^^ 
whatever might be his muiceaa Vo. \«,Vwa% 
2 
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dowr safely, he was now parting Q-oni tfaera for 
ifiGiast time. The two youngest, AHen ard 3ta- 
. sk, were too young to be at all aware of vb&t WM 
passing, Alien being little more than two yea» 
old, and Jessie a mere baby ; but Arthur, \i]m 
waa nearly five years old, bad for some time been 
watching bis father, and now, on seeing his mo- 
ther's distress, was kissing her cheek, and com<- 
forting her with all the kindness and innbdeBCe of 
a child of his age. His father called him to him, 
and, after kissing him, told him that it was in his 
power to be of great service to his mother, hf 
submitting quietly to be let down in a basket to 
Jane Mathieson. his old friend) who would tttka 
care of him. till they could get out of prison and 

come to Etf^njiivgh , 

'•'il.viird<iiny*lKng,'';aB^ered Arthur, '■ that 
y»» ffettse, papa" it ihWu'm'a will promise not to 
cry ; fo^-jadee^l^d.iqdeed, her tears make me 
so sorra^^l, l})Vttny'he&rt is like to break, when- 
ever 1 l«pl* at.h«T,'l". . : 

HisVaUS/.bsitfir^ir }iiri that his mother would 
bcgrea'tly comforted, if she saw him, and his bro- 
ther and sister safely down from the window. Me 
then told bim that he hoped he would he a good 
boy till he saw his mamma again, and be very obe- 
^^ dient to William and Jane ; and finally, after again 
,fi kissing and blessiog him, he knelt down and prayed 
^^^ for the preserratioD of his helpless infants. 

He had scarcely finished, when the signal was 
^ given by William, that all was ready : he therefore 
, f. lost no time in placing Arthur in the basket, which 
if- lie la-sbed across with the rope, and then gently 
^^^V Bteadify let the child dQita to bis humble 
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&ie];ids» When the basket began to movey Arthur 
liecaiiie very much frightened ; but he was a sen- 
ile little fellow, and had been for some months 
PQ constantly his mother's companion, that he was 
tware^ more than children generally are, of the 
pfdfi and misery it would give her to hear him 
ffj ; and as bis &tber had lately taken every op- 

r unity of talking to him, and impressing upon 
young mind the great duty and obedience he 
<Q)|ght always to show her, he resolved to try to 
l^onceal his fears, and succeeded so well, that he 
luHaaliy reached the ground without uttering the 
jilgbtesl noise, and was received in William's arms 
Ip perfect safety, who quickly disengaged him from 
pe basket) and put him into Jane's hands, when 
dhe immediately begap Jta dress IjiiQ in the clothes 
i» bad prepared ^' his '^dis|(ui£fe.' * M^^^time 
IIm basket was agaiii dr^Wn \ip by Mr; Mbhteith, 
Hrho then placed in it his^ pldej^idg hoyi Allen, who 
ma by the same method couw^ni ^*^e ground, 
jnst as Jane had finished /bej^iag ;Artl)ur^ The 
jbtabj, likewise fortunai$l]^'^3^]l'sbp(t ^^bi^i either 
^ moving her, or else tne freshne^ 6f the air, 
awakened her, and during her descent her cries 
became loud and strong, to the great alarm of 
WUliam and the agony of her wretched parents, 
who never doubted that the sentinel on duty would 
be alarmed, and prevent the final escape of both 
J^erself and her brothers. Fortunately, however, 
jiie wind carried the voice in the opposite direc- 
jjfxsk from where he was posted, and Mr. Mon- 
l^h at last saw her hushed in Jane's atmsi« ^vl- 
■j^im delayed not a momeut Vx\ c^\\MYft%^^^^* 
^w, after disengaging t\ie b^^XweX. o\^l ^^ss^^^'^ 
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To cbscribe the agony they both endured upoa 
this separation, was impossible. Mr. Monteith 
was carried ofiy leaving his wife senseless upon 
the bedy where she remained in the same state for 
9Qany hours. In the morning, when the order for 
^er. liberation arrived, she was found by the jailer 
JQ a high fever, which being told to the governor, 
lie lost no time in getting medical assistance ; but 
JQOtiiiQg that could be done had the least effect in 
^recalling her senses, nor in gaining from her any 
jftccount of the children. Their disappearance 
.excited the utmost astonishment ; and for weeks 
they were searched fbi in every possible direction, 
.without the slightest success. At last the fever 
abated, and the surgeon declaring that unless Mrs. 
Itfoiiteith was removed from the close air of her 
prison* her life must sink under the debility and 
JUuiguor it had produced ; the governor reluctantly 
g9ve his consent to her removal to the outskirts 
^ the town, where she was placed under the care 
lof a nurse, hired by him, and who was charged to 
endeavour by every means* to discover what had 
iwome ai the children. 

Weeks however passed on, and Mrs. Monteith 
lemajined ia nearly the same state of health as be- 
fcre her removal. A deep melancholy had seized 
her mind ; and no inducement that her guardian 
could use, had power to draw from her a single 
word ; and at the end of three months from the 
time of her separation from her husband* she 
Inreatbed her last; one short week before Mr. 
Monteith was beheaded at Carlisle. 

Poor William, who had hovex^d c;q.\i>l\»k>»&^>sv ^ 

her neigbbonrboodf in hopes oi Ywan^ ^iJc^» ^-^ ^"^^"^ 1 

2% 
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her mind, with regard to Iier children, found all 
bis attempta to get access to her were in Tain ; 
and when her death was made public- perceiving 
that he could be of no use to his mistreBs, he de- 
termined to try, if possible- to see bis master, and 
for that purpose set off directly towards Carlisle, 
travelling day and night. He arrived there early 
in the morning or the execution. The streets 
were crowded with people, pressing forward to 
witness the awful scene, and William was carried 
by the crowd almost to the foot nf the scaffoldi 
before he was aware of where il was leading him. 
Overpowered with grief and astonishment, he en- 
deavoured to extricate himself, in order, if possi- 
ble, to gain admission to the prisoners, so as at 
least to let his master know his children wera 
secure from their enemy ; but before he could 
get a yard from the spot, a murmur arose, 
which made bim look badi, and the first thing he 
saw was Mr. Monteith, led out upon the scaffold. 
Again he returned, and, fixing his eyes on his 
master, slowly raised bis bat and displaced a large 
patch he wore over his right eye, in order to dis- 
guise his features from any of bis countrymen 
who might happen to be in Carlisle, and recognise 
bim. His height made him remarkable among 
(he crowd- and, as he had hoped, caught instantly 
Mr. Monteith's attention, who, the moment he 
perceived bim, knelt down and uttered a prayer 
for the protection of his innocent children and 
for a blessing to descend upon that man, who had 
bad courage and generosity sufficient to undertake 
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in a loud voicO) as if addressing the whole assem- 
bly— 

«To him alone I leave them; and Heaven 
will surely, sooner or later» reward the man who^ 
in the true spirit of christian charity, has poured 
balm on the last ihoments of their distracted fa- 
ther. Let him rear them as his own, and may 
they prove a blessing and assistance to him in his 
declining years." 

He waved his hand, oh finishing this sentence, 
as a signal to the executioner that he was now 
ready, and in a very few minutes, his head was 
separated from his body. WilHstm remained al- 
most stupified ; but, as the crowd began to sepa- 
rate, he recollected of what consequence it was 
'that he should not be remarked, and that no sus- 
picion should arise of his being the person ad- 
dressed by IVIr. Monteith. * He therefore mingled 
directly with the multitude, and passing quickly 
along, quitted the town without taking the slightest 
refreshment, and never stopped till he arrived at 
a small inn, where he had spent a few hours the 
evening before. Here he only waited long enough 
to recruit his almost exhausted strength, and pro- 
ceeded with haste to join his wife and the un- 
happy orphans, now left wholly dependent upon 
him for support and protection. How Wjjliam 
and Jane executed the trust they had so humanely 
taken upon themselves, will be seen in the course 
of the following little history of the Orghax^^ 
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Mrs. Beaumont assenting to the proposal, they 
turned to the right hand, and after walking about 
twenty yards down a sloping path, leading towards 
the rivei that divided the glen, and which was so 
cloi^ly hemmed in, with brushwood and hazel 
trees, as scarcely to permit them to pass, they ar- 
rived at a small spot of ground, entirely freed from 
the wood, and covered with the richest verdure. 

«' Ah," whispered the colonel, ** this is Habbie's 
Howe, that you have heard M'Farlane talk so 
muc^ about, and which is so celebrated from the 
great' poet of this country. Allan Ramsay, having 
made it the scene of his Gentle Shepherd. 1 am 
glad these little fairy voices have led me to see it, 
before my friend returns, for though I have looked 
once or twice, on my way up the glen, I havet 
some how or other always missed the turning." 

<' What a beautiful spot!'' exclaimed Mrs. 
Beaumont ; <' but look, Charles, what are these 
lovely children watching so close to the fall ? It 
seems to me to be quite dangerous to allow such 
little creatures to be so near the water alone." At 
that moment, something appeared to be thrown 
down upon the grass, from a tree that grew at the 
head of the falL and whose branches bent so much 
over it, as almost to dip into the foaming torrent. 
Aloud shout from the children was instantly set up, 
and a scramble upon the grass followed, to secure 
the prize. 

** It is nuts." said the colonel ; " they are ga- 
thering ; but who can it be, that is bold enough to 
venture into so perilous a situation, to get at them. 
Wemust.be cautious in discovering owreaW^ \ 
jet I cannot leave these cbMxeu,^ilSL\«»^^^»ft^so5sw 
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'< J^ssUf, get up, dl^ctly,'^ cried the voice from the 
tree ; '^ there isr a lady coming to look at the fallrl 
suppose : make a curtsy to her, and behave pro- 
perty." 

l^he Utile fair creature raised her head/ and 
putting her luxuriant curls of bright auburn hair 
vO^kf with her hand» looked timidly up in Mrs. 
Seaumonf s face, who^ by this time* was close be- 
ride her. Deeply blushing^ at finding the stranger 
65 near her, she sprung lightly upon her feet» and 
ldsE(iing her hand, curtsied to the ground. , 

/'Whose nice little girl are you, my dear?" 
adked Mrs. Beaumont. 

^ William Mathieson, ma'am's my daddie,'' an- 
fiWeried the child ; <rhe^ lives at the Oarlin's Loup» 
jtiiM a little bit on the other side of the wa- 
ter.« 

^* And who are your companions ? my dear," 

Sf&te asked Mrs. Beaumont, fixing her eyes on 
e other girl, who wns as remarkably dark in her 
complexion, as her new acquaintance was fair. 

^ JUdt my sister Annie, ma'am, and my bro- 
ther^. Mother does not like us to play with any 
Ote but Ourselves." 

« And is that your brother up in the tree, also ?" 

" Tes, ma'am, it is our brother Arthur : he has 
oidy gone up, to please us, ma'am, and will take 
great care not to break the tree. But you will 
not tell the new laird of him, I hope ; for, per- 
hapSi he may not be so good as Mr. M^Farlane 
wasy who gave us leave to gather as many nuts 
as we pleased." 

'*Hu8b, Je^e,'' whispered otv^ ol ^^ >scrp.. 
Whose features and compWiou -w^w AxftJjRX ^ 




We are not taking them in] 
father teaches us better thi 
be as angry with us as the 
were to do any thing of the 

Jessie blushed again, dee] 
reproof ; and Mrs. Beaumonj 
get the boy safely out of the t 
towards the fall, to speak to 
see him, till she got close i 
river ; the thick branches of \ 
wood completely covering hin 
But when she did discover i 
could scarcely refrain from sci 
at his dangerous situation. ' 
sitting on hung directly over 
about fourteen or fifteen feet 
curiosity to observe the strai 
tempted to come forward, all 
of it. He was a boy about 
years old. His countenance 
Beaumont, when she 



7 

\y "^^^ SCOTTISH ORPHANS^. 25 

(ares of an old friend, and had attached her to 
himself for life. 

For a few momentsy Mrs. Beaumont was so 
astonished and confused, with the sort of feeling 
that Arthur's manner and appearance created in 
her, as to be wholly unable to speak to him. At 
last she addressed him ; entreating that he would 
not attempt to move, till she got a gentleman} 
who was waiting for her, to assist him from the 
tree. 

«<I would willingly obey you, madam," answer- 
ed the boy, <* if I did not tlunk that I can descend 
fit>m where I am, much safer, alone, than with the 
assistance of any one. I am accustomed to climb 
every day ; often in much more dangerous places 
than this is ; and, I believe, very few men in the 
country can venture farther than I continually 
do. You shall see me beside you, in safety, in 
a second, if you wish it. I can come another 
day for the nuts at the top, if Jessie will give me 
leave ; but I must ask her first, as T promised her 
that bunch, and I never am worse than my 
word." 

Little Jessie was by this time close to Mrs. 
Beaumont, and eagerly called to her brother to 
come down, since the lady wished it ; and, before 
Mrs. Beaumont was aware of his intention, Ar- 
thur had swung himself from the bough on which 
he sat, and passed so rapidly among the branches 
as to be entirely out of sight, in a second, and 
almost immediately appeared again, running 
towards her, on the same side of XVie vi^Vsx ^^2^ 
herself. 

''You see,'' exclaimed Vie, **\\\et^ ^^ ^^ 

3 
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nevery as long as I live, go upo^ that tree again. 
Father often tells us, that it is very wicked to 
make any one unhiippy» if we have it in our 
power to prevent it ; and therefore, though I am 
very ibnd of climbing, and love dearly to please 
my brothers and sisters, yet I can amuse myself 
very well without the firet, and I shall try to do 
the last by some other means than getting nuts 
for them, since my doing so gives you uneasiness." 

^'You are a very good boy,'' answered the 
colonel, '* and £BBce you have so willingly agreed 
to please me* I must try if I cannot in return do 
something to please you. I should like very 
much to walk home with you to your father's, in 
order to tell him how much his son remembers 
and practises his instructions. I wish to become 
acquainted with him, for I am sure he must be 
both a good and a sensible man, to have so well 
trained his children." 

** He is, indeed, 8hr>" exclaimed Arthur, ** the 
best of men." 

The colonel, surprised with the eagerness of 
the boy, turned round, which Arthur perceiving* 
hastily added, ** I love my Neither so dearly, that 
I could not help saying so* and my mother toa 
I do not think there is so happy a family in the 
village, as we are." 

<< lam glad to hear you speak thus, my dear, 
for nothing can afford me greater pleasure than 
to find the tenants and workmen upon my estate 
happy and virtuous. But you must tell me what 
is your father's employment ; perhaps I may be 
able to be of service to him, now that I am caiqa 
to live amongst you. He bwmX fecA \N. ^^^^Ji^A 
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|iink, to support so large a family, and keep 
KU so nice and tidy as yoa are." 

<< I don't know, as to that, sir," answered 
thur ; *^ my father never complainsy and al^ 
tells us, if we are but good chUdren, he cares 
little for any thing else. My mother, to be si 
often wbhes she were rich enough to send m 
the school at Linton, for my father will not a] 
me to go to the village school at Carlin's L< 
as he says he can teach me better himself, in 
evenings, than I could be taught by old Ma 
but I always tell her, that when I am able 
work and get a little money, I shall then pay 
tny own schooling, without burthening my fai 
any more than I can help. Do you think, s 
shall be able to learn Latin, after I am fifte 
for that is the only thing I am afraid of* as 
mother says she is afraid I shall be too old." 

<' Yes, my dear, I think, if you wish very r 
to learn Latin, you may easily acquire it, e^ 
you are twenty before you begin ; but cat 
read and write English ? for that, I thinV 
much more consequence, for a boy like yof 
learning Latin." 

«< O yes, sir," answered Arthur, smilingi 
both read and write, my father says, aaf 
most boys of my age, and I know af 
arithmetic and geography ; but I am^ 
have forgotten the last in some degree 
father has no time in the summer to I 
and besides, he is not rich enough to If 
^r toe, that be says I ouglht lo Yi^^e \ f 
t^ballnot be able to leam um^Yi v^ 
^^rk for it myself.'' ? 
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Colondi Setoiaidiit i»»lked cm, fitting in this 
manner with the b<>y^ and wondering in Ms own 
nundf bow a comiiion. ploughman coold have 
^en his son such a desire for instnictiony acc<Hn- 
. panied with so much. good sense. He addressed 
the other ohildren, now and then, who answered 
hb questions readily enough, though ^ey were 
evidently more i^ashed at the notice taken of 
them^ than their elder brother. 

Mrs. Beaumont, meantime^ was endeavouring 
to make fiiends with the littie girls. She held 
Jessie by the hand, as she walked along^ while 
Annie, as if fearful of losing her sister, kept a 
firm hold of her on the other side. At first they 
were both very shy> and only answered her ques^ 
tions by monosyllables ; but gradually becoming 
more fiuniliar, they chatted and talked of all their 
little pleasures and enjoyments ; and, by the time 
they came in sight of the dozen cottages that 
formed the village of Carlin's Loup, she &d been 
promised by Jessie a present of one of her white 
hen's eggs, and a moss rose firom Annie's rose 
tree. 

The Carlin's Loup is built under two high hills, 
which stand directly oj^osite to each other, over* 
hanging the turnpike road, and in former ages, 
when the stories of witches and warlocks were 
believed, this place was supposed to be a favour* 
ite resort of the witches of the country, who be- 
gan all their incantations by leaping across the 
road from hill to fafll, ae^^XL Xms^^ Xs^Sssi^ "^^ 
ffroceeded to ba^eas. Tiom ^iScoa ^^^^ifi^ ^W\ 
Hon it acquired its name, Coarfta'* t^'^**^^'*^^ 
Scotbna m old womaik, «nflL Ijeuj ^^^^'^^ 

2>* 



«n>e, were entitled to « wl 

I n>n before fnd ten u- **^ 
for I hav#. iTl J "°* '*« to / 

used to ft J?^ <Wree8ble to U 

" Oh no," cried Mn, p„. 
not run awn r^ZT -oeaun 

mother." ^* ^^ •>© intr 

^nts we ar^ ^^1- °®'^'® "s, 



THE SCOTTISH ORPBANS. 31 . 

Slid by the time the party reached the cottage* 
both father and mother were come out of the door 
to receive them« They were dressed exactly 
like other laboaring*'peq)le of ^the country, though 
perfectly neat and clean. 

<< Your name, my friend," said theicolonel, ad- 
dressing the cottager, ** is WilUam Mathieson, 
your son tells me. ' Accident has introduced us 
to your children, and they have, at our desires, 
brought us here to see you. I have been very 
much gratified in finding a family living on my 
estate, so extremely wel) brought up, and I wish 
to become acquainted with the parents of chil- 
dren who are taught so well how -ti^ conduct 
themselves. If we are not intruding at an im- 
proper time, wb wish to have e^m^ conversation 
with you, and I think my wife will foe refreshed 
by a httle rest ; for we have had a long walk." 
" If, sir," answered William, « yoiK^ill honour 

^my wife so far, aji to rest under oor huM>)e roof, 
you are hearlll^ welcome. Jhope my\hildren 
have not b^enr trespasi^n^ in any way,jin the 
glen, to attract your attention. Mr. M'lVlane 
was always so indiilgent to the children o^^the 
village, that pei^fai^ they may J]avo^entu^ed' 
nearer to the ifiniso than you or yoqr/lady apw 
proved of.; but if i< sf so, when'|mnow your^ , 
pleafure> I ^lAtidce tare thatthdy^ever do ^ 
again," / ' ; /; > 

'< O nOf ^iiliam," said Mrs. Bean|ptont, *^ the 
chUdren have committed no o&tic,^ vWv^^ «:^scv- 
trary,Hbe^ have anuifledme «x5£t«iDJ^l\ '«sA.'»'^ 

foumUgiveu8 leave, your AwitfoXwc^ «^^ V^ 
^i^gto be very good fneuds \xiV»» "» ^ ^ 




moat let them come and nsit me, when you and 
yoar wife can spare them." 

William bowed, and made way for Mrs. Beau- 
mont to enter the little hut, for it was not much 
better ; as in tliose days, the cottages in Scotland 
were very poor little places, even the best of them. 
William's appeared better than was usually met 
with, by being kept extremely dean and neat ; 
but JD every other respect it was exactly like the 
other houses in the village. The good woman 
of the house offered her visiter a large arm chair, 
by the side of the fire ; and she was no soonei 
seated, than the two little girls [daced themselvefl 
by her side, eager to ehow their new friend their 
kitten, and their chickens, of whom they had 
talked so much during their walk. 

"Don't be so troublesome, my dear," said 
their mother. " I hope you will escuse their ig- 
norance, ma'am ; poor thtrgs, it is meant in kind- 
ness on th^ part, although it must seem foolish 
to a lady Uke yoa." 

" Not in die least, Jtme," answered Mrs. Beau- 
mont, who had learned the mother's name. ■' On 
the contrary. I am quite delighted to find them so 
familiar with me ; and you must not hinder us 
from getting better acquainted with each other." 

When the colonel came in, he remarked the aii 
of neatness in the house, and glancing towards 
the round table that stood in &e middle of the 
little room, asked Willkm what he had been read- 

"Itia the Bible, sir," »aa^«re4\ia\''^«^wiK. V 
J^^t preparing for &iiiU^ ■woiAav ™^ fewg*- ^» ^ 
/*"* Jiira^ the bootobefore'SOttca.owi'"^" 
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<( Come here, Arthur," said the colonel, <' and 
let me hear how well you can read. He tells me 
IVilliami that you have taught him entirely your- 
self.*^ 

<• Yes, sir," answered WilHam ; **I cannot afford 
to do so much as I wish for him, but I hope I do 
not neglect instructing him, in whatever I am able 
to teach myself; he is a good boy, and takes to his 
book as well as I could desire." 

Arthur took up the Bible, and read a chapter in 
a dear, distinct voice. When he had finished, the 
colonel expressed his surprise at his acquirements, 
and told his father, he thought he did him great 
creii^ as a scholar. 

"^My brothers read nearly as weU as I do," 
said Arthur, « and even Jessie and Annie are be- 
diming to read the Bil^» My father takes so 
mueh pains with us idl, that we must be good 
scholars, or it would be a great shame." 

William smiled, and answered, «< you see, sir, 
Arthur is determined that I shall have my full por- 
tion of the merit of his scholarship ; but Uie real 
secret is, that we all do our best, and when that is 
the case, success is pretty certain ; I really believe, 
he has as much pleasure in learning, as I have in 
teaching ; and our only regret is, that we cannot 
devote more of our time to pursuits that give us so 
much delight." 

They continued to converse together for some 
time ; every minute the colond remained, increas< 
ed liis surprise and admiratvou o^ W\iL^!^dfii!^x ^s!&^ 
eon, and determined b\m,\£ \3Bfc&J^«t ^^&^«^^^ 
to part with the boy, to pTO^we ^a^^'^^w®^^ 
Aiff owD family, and breedm« \i\av>^V '^^ "^^ 
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to wait on himself. With this view, he called lum 
to him, and asked if lie had any objections to come ^ 
and live with him at Glenlyn. 

<< In what situation, sir ?" asked Arthur colouring 
deeply as he put the question. 

«' As a servant boy, my dear, to wait upon met 
and your mistress. In the evenings, if you con- 
tinue to conduct yourself properly. T will hear you 
read myself; and perhaps in the summer months, 
I may put you to school, if you still continue to * 
wish to learn Latins as you told me you did during 
our walk." 

'< I am extremely obliged to you, sir, for the 
offer you have made me, but I cannot leave home 
yet. My father has very little time to bestow 
upon my brothers ; and I now am able to teach 
them a great deal. I hope ypu will not be offend- 
ed with me for refusing to accept your kindness, 
which I feel very grateRil for, though I must de- 
cline it." 

<< I shall not take youc, answer to-night, Arthur, 
think on what I have said, and come to Glenlyn 
to-morrow evening ; and then, if you still think it 
best for you to re^iain at home, and your father 
wishes it, I shall not press you father on the sub- 
ject." 

The colonel, as he said this, rose to take leave, 
and Mrs. Beaumont having made William and 
Jane promise to send Jessie and Annie along with 
their brother the next evening, to visit her, they 
quitted the cottage, and returned home, delighted 
with the accident that had introduced them to so 
jaterdstJDg a family, j 

As soon as they hadleil ftie coW^^^, N^*^\^t«x i^ 
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seated himself at the table, and opening the sacred 
vdume, began the usual evening service, which 
^iras no sooner concluded, than his wife placed a 
hii^e dish of hot potatoes on the table, and desired 
the children to make haste and eat their supper, 
as it was late, and she was obliged to be up early 
the next morning to carry her eggs and butter to 
the market, at Linton. All obeyed her but Ar- 
^ thur, who sate leaning his head upon the window 
^ seat, without appearing to hear her. 

'< Won't you come to your supper, my dear ?" 
said Jane, alfter the rest were seated, <* the pota- 
toes will be cold if you do not eat them soon." 

" No, thank you, mother," answered Arthur, 
<< I cannot eat just now." 

« Leave him alone, Jane," said William, '« I 
mast talk to him a little after the young ones are 
in bed. Put a few potatoes by the fire to keep 
warm : perhaps he may like them better by and 
bye." , -- 

Jane sighed, and did as her husband advised 
her. During the time the supper last|d, both 
listened eagerly to^ AUen^^d Jamie's account of 
their first meeting with the laird and his lady : as 
soon as the meal was finished, the children were 
undressed and put into bed in a small apartment 
which was appropriated for the sleeping room of 
the whole family. 

When they were gone, Arthur rose from his 
seat, and coming up to his father, burst into tears. 

<< I am afraid, dear father, that I am a very 
proud, naughty boy, in having tefasfe^SXv^ ^^^^ 
Ami the Jaird has so kindly made iw^ % 'WX.'V caKv- 
Bot easily bring my mind to \)ecom^ ^ ^et^^sx^- 



tiler bad lived, they wi^^d , 
a servant to nnj lady." 

iiam ; « I had no idea you h 

•no I. Tell me, my dear 1 
member about yourself "th' 
i^ainsteTeraUowngaaVS 
into the secret." 

"I do not recollect a sr^ 
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i was afraid, when I was in the basket ; and, 
afterwards, recollect standing and watching its 

. coming down, with poor little Jessie in it. Allen 
was beside me ; but I don't recollect seeing him 
come down. Allen and 1 were then put into a 
pair of panniers, across a jackass ; and from that 
time, 1 have never seen nor he^ard a word of my 
father and mother. Once, when I asked you 
when they would come for us, as they had promi- 
sed, you told me they were dead ; and that you 
and your wife were now our parents. I did not 
for some years think much about them, but late- 
ly I have felt very curious to know what really 

jiid happen to our dear father and mother ; and 
when I have been thinking on what I shall like 
to be when I am old enough to work) my father's 
face always comes to my recollection, and I wish 
I could be what he was, which, I fancy, was a 
soldier." 

William listened to Arthur's story, with real 
concern. He had flattered himself, that the child 
bad entirely forgotten all that had happened in 
bis infancy, from hia never having, for several 
years, alluded to it in the slightest degree. He 
had no intention of allowing him to accept Colo- 
nel Beaumont's offer, though he scarcely knew 
how he could refuse what appeared, to those who 
were not in the secret so greatly for the boy's 
advantage : yet at the time it was made, he hesi- 
tated what answer to give. Arthur, howevel^ • 
saved him, at once, from tlie uece«s\l^ ^^ \s!sSss^^ 
fering ; and, indeed, he V\^A mVetAfi^ v^ ^^'^^"^oa 

him in private, that ver^ eNQlv\w^^ ^^^ ^"^ "^^^^^^ 

what were his own wishes fox >wa ivvVvvc^ ^? 

i 
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When William returned to Edinburgh, 
seeing his poor master's execution, he foanc 
children and his wife placed in a small houi 
the Ganongate, which their mother's aunt, '. 
Campbell, had taken for them. She was a 
good, kind-headed old woman ; and, had 
lived, would have superintended the health 
edi^cation of her niece's unfortunate orphan 
the utmost of her power ; bnt she was old 
feeble, and had very little money to bestow 
any one, possessing no more than what was f 
lutely necessary for her own support. Durinf 
two years she lived, she nearly divided her c 
pittance with them ; andi on finding her 
drawing liear, she sent for William, and afle 
ceiving from him a solemn promise never to 
sake them, put into his hands three hun 
pounds, which she advised him to place oi 
interest, to defray in some measure the exp< 
of their hving with him, till the boys were 
enough to go into some way of earning their 
living. It would then be some provision foi 
girl, who, of course, was more helpless than 
boys, and required the principal more than 
did. Mrs. Campbell died, and William, i 
placing the legacy in safe hands, resolved to a 
the interest to run up, while the boys were yoi 
io order that, if they had nothing ebe to de; 
^ on, he miffht be able to educate them for 
^^church, wnich he conceived was the easiest 
^>/ placing them in the situation of gentlem 
^>T he could not bear the idea of bringing u{ 
: Jister's children in the same rank as himsdf 
CoJonel Monteith, Ihevt uwde, had^ on 
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death of their poor father, succeeded completely 

in securing foV himself the property which had 

/ been forfeited to the crown. Fearful, however, 

r th^t at some future time the orphans might ap- 
pear, and give ^im trouble, or, at least, bring a 
certain degree of\odium upon his character, if he, 
did not provide foi^Uhem in some way, consider- 
ing how nearly the^k were related to him, he^ne- 
ver relaxed in h|ia^ unions search for them, and 
only the last time\ William had been ia Edin- 
bui^h, he heard thdl Ae had offered a consider- 
able reward to any of the tenants who should dis- 

''^^^^^ver what had become of them. It, therefore, 
be^^e of the greatest importance to keep them 
yet, N^ a few years, enjirely in concealment. 
William^i^^.yexation was extreme, at finding Ar- 
thur's memory so tenacious, and he sat for some 
minutes, considering how hesliould answer him, 
no as neither to entrust him with the secret of 
his birth, nor yet to aJlow him to beUeve he 
wished to deceive him : at last he said — 

<< Arthur, my dear, I bad hoped, as I told you 
before, that you had entirely forgotten what cer- 
tunly did pass in your childhood."^! should have 
been much happier, had it been so ; as you are 
too young, yet, to be entrusted with a secret, 
which if it was discovered, might prove of very 
serious consequences to us all. You say you re- 
member that your father desured you, when he 
parted from you, to obey me till he saw you 
again. Alas ! my dear boy, he too well knew at 
that moment, that, in all bu^an probability, he 
was never likely to see you again in this world ; 
and he meant to impress upon '^oxa -^^wxv^ \tocs\^ 
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the necessity of your coneideiing me in the light 
of a father for the future. I >ya3 near him at the 
hour of bis death, and I then received a solemn 
cliarge to consider you, from that time, as my chil- 
dren, and to rear you up in the belief that you 
were so. It was an awful moment, and the so- 
lemn TOW 1 then made to my dying master, shall 
never be broken while there is a necessity for 
perforraiDg it. I have bestowed much pains in 
JbriDiog your mind to virtue, and in instructing 
you to the best of my poor abiUty in religious 
knowledge. Will it be asking too much from you 
in return, if I require from you e promise to re* 
strain your curiosity on this subject for a few 
years. Rest assured, my dear child, that it ia 
for your own, and your brother and Hister's bene- 
fit that I require this promise, and that the mo- 
ment I think I can, with safely, explain to you the 
history and misfurlunes of your dear parents, I 
will lose not a moment in communicating to yon ' 
all that concerns them. It has never been my in- 
tention to allow you to go into any menial em- 
ployment. I have, by economy, and by my wife's 
assistance, in managing our limited means, been 
enabled to put by a small sum, with the view of 
sending you to Linton school, next spring : there, 
1 hope, you will endeavour to become a sufficient 
:^acholar, to be lit for going to college in time ; and 
runless you very much dislike my plan, I wish you 
Ito study divinity, and become a minister. If I 
vcould do more for you I would, but I have very 
little in my own power, and I dare not apply where 
R might perhaps get assistance, without running 
ri.-k of betraying you rU to ^ow "uatcbful 
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enemy : and besides, by so doiag, I must disobey 
the solemncbarge 1 received frMn your ikther, 
never to trust you id the power of any of his re- 
laliODS." 

Arthur rsBed his bead, and clasping William's 
hand, said — 

" Foi^ve me, my more than father, for having 
given you this uneasiness. 1 never will, I promise 
you, from tiiia moment, mention the subject agam, 
till you choose to explain what I must ever feel so 
anxious to hear. My father's wishes inust be as 
commands to me ; and, as you sre the best judge 
of what they were, I will never dispute your or- 
ders in any thing in which you please to dired| 
' me : but one question I must ask, before we quit 
the subject. Did my father particularly wi:^ me 
to be a minister-?" 

" No, my dear ; he left no directions, farther 
ihan that I was to act in the beet way I could for 
your advantage, and that is the only way 1 can 
think of< that will give you a chance of returning 
into your own proper situation in hfc." ^ 

*' I am glad of it," answered Arthur, springing 
lip, " for now I may tell you, that 1 cannot think 
of being any thing but a soldier ; end unless you 
absolutely command me to be a minister, I am 
sure I never shall chaoge my mind. Let Jamie 
go. to the school at Linton, and let me try what I 
cao do for myself. 1 think I know a way in which 
I ^U be able to make a little money, while I am 
too young (o be a soldier, and perhaps when the 
time comet for me to leave you, Uiis new laird may 
belp roe forward in the very way I have so much 
St heart." 




Wjlliam. who did not at all relish the idea of 
Arthur's being a EoMier, talked a long while with 
him, trying to convince him how wrong it would 
be in him (even if there were no other objectiona 
to the plan) to leave his brother and sister ; but 
Arthur still kept firm to his own resolution, and 
was quite unconvinced by any argument he could 
use. At last William thought it best to dispute the 
point no further at that time, only saying, before 
he dismissed him for the night, that nothing could 
ever reconcile him to the thought of seeing his 
master's son enter the lists as a common soldier, 
and he was pretty certain that Arthur never could 
get into the army in any oiher way. 

" I must try all in my power," answered Arthur, 
"to remove this objection, and I give you my, 
word that I will not disobey yon in (his point, 
provided you will promise not to prevent me from 
becoming a soldier, should I be so fortunate as tO' 
get a commission. It is, to be sure, not very easy 
to see bow 1 can do this ; but I will try, and I do 
not thiuk it is more impossible for me to succeed 
than it was for George Dimock, who, we all know 
had as little chance as 1 have, and yet by industry 
and perseverance be attained his wishes at 
last." 

From this time, Arthur, who had always till now 
appeared the merriest light-hearted little fellow 
in the world, became greatly changed, and wore 
such an espression of thought and anxiety in his 
countenance, as gave bc^ William and Jane 
great unesainess ; bathe always evaded answer- 
ing any of their questions ; kee[ungs(eadilj in his 
^at^r^i/Td Uie promise be hid tnftde of nev«t raantioii- 
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ing the subject of his birth, even to William, till 
the time should come when his kind foster-father 
should think it proper for him to be acquainted 
with all the particulars that related to it. 

In the moming^afler Colonel and Mrd. Beau-" 
mont had been at the cottage, William observed, 
while the children were eating their porridge for 
breakfast, that as he had promised that Arthur 
and the girls should go to the house of Glenlyn 
that evening, he hoped they would be busy through 
the day, and get through their ordinary tasks in 
time to be there by five o'clock ; as it might pre- 
vent the laird and his lady from taking their 
walk in the evening, if they were later. " You, 
Arthur, must tell Colonel Beaumont, that, on 
consideration, I do not think I can spare you 
from home ; and that, therefore, I hope he will 
not be offended with me for declining his kind 
offer of taking you into his family." 

Arthur answered quickly, '< I quite understand, 
my dear father, what I must say ; I mean to de- 
cline his offer civilly ; but I must take care that 
there is no chance of his being offended with you ; 
as it is entirely from my own choice that I refuse 
it, I am determined he shall know that it is so ; 
otherwise he may serve you as Mr. MTarlane 
did poor John Nidry ; he may turn you out of 
your nice cottage for no reason but because I 
will not leave you, and do as he wishes." 

*< Nonsense, Arthur, do as 1 desire you. The 
laird cannot be so foolish as to be offended at my 
wishing to keep a boy of your age a little longer 
under my own eye." 

" And what good wild *ifc do, ^«w ^^&k«t^^siX^^ 
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him believe that if I were older than lanQ 
you would agree to let me become his sei 
You knoW) very well, that if I were ten yearti 
than I am, this can never happeiif and the 
it is better to tell him so at once* that h( 
never give us any more uneasiness abo^ 
Trust me, this once, and you shajl see, I w 
out of the business ^o well» th^t you dboll hs 
reason to find fault with me* We shall part 
friendS) I am sure ; if you will only let m< 
my own way." 

WUUam at that moment was called by < 
his neighbours to join him in his morning's ' 
he had, therefore, only time to say» '' see th 
so, Arthur ; for recollect, I shall be extreme 
pleased if you are guilty of any imprudei 
Glenlyn." 

The moment William was gone, Arthur 
to the children to take their books, and aflei 
ing all the four read, asked liis mother i 
wanted him any more that mormng. 

** No, my dear boy,*' answered she, " but 
are you going, Arthur ? had you not bette 
your own book and read ? for you will on 
yourself if you go out in the heat, and I ) 
like you to look as well as you can when } 
to speak to the laird in the morning." 

" Oh, I shall look well enough, mother, 
something to say to John Gibson, at the ne 
lage : but I shall take care to be home ii 
for dinner ; or* at least, to go with my sistei 
if I am not here by the time my>^athm* < 
AomCf you may teW him where I am." 
Aw» Aer wheel and ieJl«Wed him lo lias 
taking bold of his hand, said— 
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«* Oh, Arthur, my dear boy, do not vex your 
father by doing any thing be dislikes. I thought 
that he did not look pleased with you this morn- 
ing, and I cannot help speaking of it to you ; it 
does not come well from any of his &mily to vex 
Mm in any way ; for much case and thought you 
have all cost him." 

** I know it well, dear mother," answered Ar- 
Urar, clasping his arms round her neck and 
weeping, ** and I would not do any thing to vex 
or distress him, for all the world, if I could help it ; 
hot he does not wish me to be a servant any more 
than I do myself, and therefore the only thing 
we differ in, is in the reason that I am to give for 
my refusal of what the laird means as a kind 
<^er« Gentlefolks, you know well, mother, {for 
you have often told me so yourself,) do not like 
to be refused any thing they have taken a fancy 
to ; and to let the blame of my remaining at home 
lie with my father, when I know it is in my 
power to prevent it. and that by simply telling 
the truth, is what 1 cannot think of doing. But 
neither you nor my father need be alarmed ; I 
win not say any thing to displease the laird, 
though I must speak to him in my own way." 

** Perhaps it is for the best," answered Jane, 
sighing, <' for there is no saying what the laird 
imght do, if he thought that we despised his kind- 
ness ; but mind, be careful, and say as little as 
possible to him about it." Arthur kissed her 
•dieek, without speaking* and ran off in the op- 
fWte direction from Glenlyn, while Jane stood 
Mf^idng a/ler him, and t\\\ii\L\Ti^V[\\vet Q^T^Tssvsi.^ 
0m exactly he resembled \v\a oNqu^^vV«t^\i^>^^^ 
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ires and person, u well ai in the peculu 
bis mind. 

will get, I doubt, far beyondonrirmaagi 
thought ebe, " befinv many y«an pK 

bead. Poor William will havieaBM 
be should turn out either diaobedient < 
111 of us : but we have doee our part & 
yet, and we itnist trust in Prorideooe f' 
tt. He has nwny good qualitiss, and ht 
I fault tbat I know of, and that is a proti 
lending apirit, though no one bni myac 
r seen it ; for, till Dow, WiUiam's voi 
1 bia law." 

was right, to a certain extant, in In 
of Arthur ; but though, from living en 
*ith hio)) dn had obserred the mariu 
« there was in his tempm* and ooDdn 
r of the criher clriMren, she yet was ign 
the secret which had tur srane time pa 
3 moti*fl of faifl almost every action. 1 
lis ramblee through the hills in their in 
neighbourhood, he had acodentally ol 
in old man, who appeared busily engage 
ig up something st the bottom of a dec 
shicb the rain had made between tt 
ns. Wondering what he could poaaib 
t, Arthur determined to go to him, u 
lia curiosity. It was rather a dangeroi 
(ing from the [dace where he was, bi 
md thoughtless of consequences, he r< 
o make the attempt, and had got neari 
is (owards the ■^B.1«Yiv^\A^n^ 

wben, unfortuiaUA^, Ve xwi "av» 
}e, and lomng bis b»\M»w, ieft- 
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rolled to the bottom of tfa« ravine witboat the 
slightest power of breaking the fail. He was 
quite stunned, and lay for some Biomeats motion- 
le^B. When he reeovered his sensest he found 
tiimself lying upon a miserable little bed, and the 
same old man he had seen in the ravine, sitting 
by him, rubbing his temples with water, while his 
hands trembled, both from age and alarm at the 
accident he had just witnessed. Arthur soon re- 
covered, and then honestly told the man what 
had induced him to put himself in so much dan- 
ger. 

« You did very wrong, my young friends" said 
the old man, *^ to give way to such idle curiosity ; 
but, if it serves for a warning to you against be- 
ing so thoughtless again, it may^ in the end, turn 
to your advantage. I have lived among these hills 
for nearly five years, and, till this day, have never 
. seen a human being attempt to come down the 
rocks. Once every week I meet an old herd half 
way up the mountain, who always brings me the 
Httle provision I require, and, in returii, I give 
him what pebbles I can pick up among the hills 
during my raml^es, which he sells in Edihbu]|[h 
when he has collected as many as will repay him 
for his trouble in wa&ing thither. I suppos^^he 
finds it amiwer his purpose, or he would not hkve\ 
continued to supply me for such a length of \ 
time, and, as I want but little, and have every ^. 
reason to believe that he has kept my secret, we \ 
are very good friends, though We Ti«H«t %&^^ifii^ /^ 
a word. It is of the utmeal «jttBW^«wi'^^^^'^ 
BbouU not be known to bkj ou^ ^^^^ ^*^J^^ 
alive, md therefore I feel tii«i^ ^^ ^^"^^^ 
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dangered by this rash attempt of yours tc 
into my Affairs, and, really, I scarcely know 
to act, so as to secure my own safety. If I 
you with me, your parents will be alarmed 
in the search they will undoubtedly make foi 
they m^y discover me ; if I let you return to i 
I run the risk of your betraying to them m; 
ing place, and I may be dragged from it, t 
my hfe upon a scaffold." 

"Ah, hoi" cried Arthur; "that shall 
happen through me. Allow me to return 1 
and I give you my solemn promise that nc 
shall ever induce me to mention to any oi 
ever having seen you." 

The old man, after some heditatioui agrc 
let him return home as soon as he thoug 
was sufficiently recovered to be able to clin 
hill ; and even showed him an easy way of g 
out of the ravine> which was hid by the I 
wood that grew at the mouth of it. 

Arthur kept his word, and never mentior 
any one what he had that day discovered ; I 
could not ig^sist the inclination of retumi 
see his new acquaintance, whenever he 1 
spare moment to devote to him ; and the old 
finding that the boy could be trusted, soc 
came reconciled to his visits, and, in the c 
of them amused him, from time to time, wii 
history of his own country, and all the < 
which had led to the late rebellion. These s 
struck Arthur the more from the imperfect 
lection he had of his parents ; for, thoug 
never hinted, in the slightest degree, his 
cjons, he had pretty nearly gue^^e^ x^v 
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cause of Ms father's misfortunes. This made 
him return with increased interest to listen to the 
old man's tales, so that at last the impression they 
made upon his mind induced him to resolve to 
become, a soldier. One day, when he had been 
qonversing a long time with his friend, the old 
man said — 

<< Arthur, my dear boy, I leel that I am grow- 
ing so fond of your society, that I know not what 
will become of me, if I should by any means be 
deprived of it : yet I do not think it is right to 
entice you to spend so much of your time here, 
if it is spent as unprofitably as it has yet been. I 
wish that 1 had the means of procuring a few 
.books, for if I bad them, I think I could in some 
measure repay you for the kindness you have 
r^bpwn towards a poor miserable old man, who 
hm not a creature, left in the world rbut yourself, 
I to care for him. I have a little mqney, eitfficient 
to procure all that are necessary/; but the diffi- 
culty is how to get them purchased* and convey- 
^^d here. I dare not employ m^ old herd> for if 
. he knew that I had#any aione^, 1 am afraid my 
u pebbles would not "satisfy him m the price of my 
! provisions. Do you thin^ yo^ could buy what I 
.will write down for you, at Un^on, if I give you 
the money?" ,, ? ' ^ ^ 

,. **Oh, yes;" answe^ect Arthur: btit instantly 
^recollecting himself, added, *' No, ^ir, I am afraid 
^Qot ; for if my father sknild bear that I had done 
£», and question me, I must either betray your 
^|lecret) or offend him very much : and though I 
* Id like to learn any lh\ft^'^o^3LC'wvV«w:2«^.\Bfc^ 




50 THE SCOTTISH OEPUAKS, 

yet not even the hope of tearning Latin could iii' 
duce me to do either." 

"Yon are a good and considerate boy, my 
dear, and 1 vaa very wrong in putting BUch a 
temptation in your way. I must try my hard by 
a promise of an additional number of stones, if 
he will get me what I want ; but it is time for you 
to leave me ; I Bhall be able to tell you bow I 
have succeeded, the next time I see you." 

The result was, that the herd procured an old 
French grammar, which Arthur began to study 
the very next visit he made to the mountain, and 
he paid so much attention to the instructions of 
. his old friend) that, at the time of his first intro^ 
duction to Colonel Beaumont, a period of nearly 
six months after be had commeuced learning, he 
could read pretty well a French New Teetamentr 
that the old man possessed, and could also cor- 
verse fluently in the French language. He care- 
fully, however) concealed hb acquirements, for 
fear of being obliged, by their disclosure) to be- 
tray old Robert, as he now called his master, and 
be was even, if possible, laore cautious in cod- 
ceahng his visits to the mountains, as their value 
became more understood, from the efects they 
produced in enlightming his mind. 

It may be easily guessed from the above narra- 
tive, whither be meant to bend his steps, when he 
parted from Jane. He ran off in the opposite 
direction, in order to prevent her fiom knowing 
exactly where he was going', bat soon tnraii^ 
round, took a short cut across the fieldsi and in 
hidf an hoar was at the dd man's side, relating' 
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to him all his difficalties with regard to the laird's 
offer, add his Other's wish of making him a mi- 
nister, and soliciting his advice on the best 
methods of avoiding these proposals ; as he de^ 
clared he almost equally detested the thoughts of 
both. 

Old Robert, much to Arthur's disappointment, "^ 
approved highly of William's plan for his son, 
«nd endeavoured to convince the boy that it was 
a great mark of kindness in his father to be will- 
ing to incur such an expense as would be neces- 
sary for fitting him for the church, which could only 
be done by his living with the most scrupulous 
frugality for many years. Arthur allowed the jus- 
liee of this remade, but said that he could not, he 
was sure, feel happy, if he were not allowed to 
•ea more of the world than he could ever do as 
a deii^man ; and that if he could only contrive 
some method of making a little money, sufficient 
to support him till he^had learnt Latin, which his 
old mend had promised to teach him as soon as 
be had made himself master of French, he felt 
quite certain, that in a few years he should be 
able to convince his father, that his choice of- 
being a soldier was a much better plan for him ; 
particularly as his brother Jamie had no objec- 
tioB to be a minister, and could take his place at 
Linton school : ** I will not go^ there myself," 
continued he, '' for I have no right to put my 
father to that expense, if I do not mean to follow 
his advice afterwards ; and as I know you can 
teach me as well as Mr. Cameron, it would not, 
I think, be right, to be the means of preventin|r 
Jamie from having the a&vaxiVa%^ ^'^ ^^^?Ss>si^T 
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<< There is some truth, Arthur, in this last 
mark," said his kind old fHend, '< and I 
agree most willingly to teaoh you Latin > both 
your brother's sake and your own, provided t 
by doing so, I do not encourage you to re 
your father's wishes. But you must recollect t 
I am a very old man, and may not live 1 
enough to be of much service to you ; and i 
if you refuse now to go to school, your (k\ 
.may be so offended with you as never to pi 
in your power again ; and then, in the even 
my death, you will lose every prospect of acq 
ing either education or knowledge.*' 

** I will run the risk, sir, rather than proo 
to do what I am sure wiU make me quite m 
rable. But I must leave you now, as my fal 
will be displeased, if i am not home at the fa 
of dinner. When I next see you, you must 
me what book 1 must have to begin Latin vi 
and I will then try to procure it, in some wa; 
other, the first opportunity." 

« Very well, Arthur, but think well on wh 
have said, before you absolutely refuse y 
father's offer." Arthur nodded assent, and 
off to the village that he had told his mother 
was going to ; and while be is conversing % 
John Gil^n, we shall return to bis brothers i 
sisters, whom we left at home busily cmgagec 
thinking on their intended visit to Glenlyn. 



CHAPTER m. 

Jane» when she saw Arthur run off, had re- 
turned into the house. After giving each of the 
Kttle girl^ their morning's task of needle*work» 
dbe sat down herself to her wheel, and for some 
time was so much occupied in thinking on the 
BseasinesB she waif afraid her kind hushand might 
suffer, from the disposition of his fosterson, that 
she did not hear what was passing between (be 
chSdren ; at last she heard Jamie say — 

** Mother, I wish the laird would offer to take 
Ine lor his servant. I am sure I would never say 
Ho to bim, for I should like very much to live at 
Cfleidyh. Do you think my father would let me 
go, if he were to ask me ?" 

«« No, Jamie. I dare say when you are a little 
older, your father would be very glad of such an 
offer, but you are such a little fellow, that you 
eoald be of no use to the laird yet'' 

«< I am ^ad Arthur wcm't go," said Allen, *< for 
i ^should hate to see him dressed up like one of 
the flunkies that livei at the house : and besides, 
wbat would become of us all here at home ? 
JesBie and Annie would never learn to vrrite, for 
my father has so little time that it is very seldom 
they ever get a lesson from him, now that my 
brother is Me to teach them ; but come, Jamie, 
tet ui go and dig the potatoes, or they will be too 
hi0 jfor dinner, and fiitibftt ^\»«s^^^'^^ 
am not reuiy by the time Vife ^wfk^Vcw&a*^ K:«w^ 

5* 
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went the boys, and for some minutes not a word 
was spoken ; at last Jessie said — 

« Annie, do you think the lady would like to 
have my white hen ; it is the ^only thing I have, 
that is my own ;« and I should very much like to 
give it to her, if I thought it would make her 
happy?" 

*< Your white hen, Jessiei ? surely you would 
not give it away ; for then, yeu know, we could 
never have any more pretty chickens and mo* 
ther would not be able to buy you a new frock, as 
she did with the money she got for them." 

«' That is very true, Annie ; I did not think of 
that. Well then, I beheve I must not give her 
the hen ; but I'll tell you what I can do, I can 
give her six new laid eggs, that I have. I did 
mean to give them to you upon your birthday ; 
but perhaps, you will wait till she has laid some 
more, and then you shall certainly have them." 

<' Oh, give her, them, if yon please, Jessie,'* 
answered her sister: but she sighed as she siud 
so, and remained silent for some minutes. Little 
Jessie looked up. «< Annie, my dear sister, you 
are angry with me : pray, pray, forgive me. I 
won't give away your eggs, if you don't like to 
wait for the others. I would not make you unhap- 
py for any pleasure I might have in giving the lady 
a present. Come kiss me, and tell me you for- 
give me." 

'* I am not angry^ Jessie, I was only thinking bow 
^ happy our brothers would have been with the 
g^udding my mother meant to have made on raj 
^^birthday. You know she promised to bring home 

^e plumbs from Linton, th^ueillvcDA%bA went 
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to market, ifyou kept your eggs. Besides father 
said we should carry a piece of it to poor Janet 
Finlay, vvho is so ill, and as I told her of it, I doubt 
she will be disapointed." 

** I won't give them away on any account, 
Annie. I quite forgot all about the pudding, or 
rather, (continued she, blushiog,) 1 was thinking 
sofflurh about the pleasure of giving a present 
to the lacty that I did not take time' to recollect 
any thing else." 

** Well, pray don*t cry, my dear Jessie. I am 
very glad you won't give away the eggs for the 
sake of our brothers and J anet : but otherwise, you 
should have been quite welcome, ifyou thought 
it would make you happy ; and if you still wish to 
give the lady something, I will cut a beautiful 
bunch of my moss roses, and give them to you to 
carry toGlenlyn ; perhaps she will Uke them nearly 
as well as the eggs ; for there are no roses at the 
house this year, my father says, owing to the ma- 
sons having taken them all away in building the 
new wing." 

Jessie's eyes sparkled with delight at Annie's 
good-natured offer. She put her little fat arms 
found her sister's neck, and kissing her, said, '*I 
believe you are the very best sister in the worlds 
and I love you so much, that I wonder how I ever 
can vex you." 

** She is a very good little girl, indeed," said 
Jane, who had been listening to the above conver- 
sation, '* and you, Jessie, ought to love her dearly, 
for she is ever ready to sacrifice her own wishes 
to please you ; but ifyou have finished your work 
you may go out and play iiW dinu^t \!\\aft\ ^^ ^^\. 
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go far from the door, as your father will si 
home." 

As soon as the family bad dioed. WilUa 
them to go to bis nork, and nben Janetho 
time for the children to let out for Glenlyn, si 
them away with many charges to behave 
and do whatever the laird and the lady i 
them. She was exceedingly anxious that 
aboald please the lady, and with weU mdi 
tentioD, bad dressed her b a white froc 
blue saab, in hopes that the natural beauty 
cbild, and her neal appearance, might indue 
Beaumont to pay her more attention than tb 
'* And who knows," thought she, " but, as tl 
lias no children of her own, she may take ) 
to the poor thing, and have her often come 
her, which might be of great use, in show! 
how ladies ought to behave, far better the 
pretend to teach her." 

Jessie, however, no sooner appeared 
door in all her finery, than Arthur stoutly • 
ed to her dress being different from Annie's, 
sure, mother," said he, " my fother woi 
like to bave ber wear that frock: it i 
making her particular, and that is the lasi 
he would wisb." 

Jane was surprised. She knew very i 
was very likely that WilUam "wo.nld, if t 
her, make an objection to her being difii 
dressed from the others, and had purpoa 
ferred putting on the frock till ha was 
She tried to persuade Arthur that as si 
bought it with the money that Jessie's tt 
i^ prodaced, tbeie could he no huax 
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wearing it now, when she was going to visit at 
the laird's ; but Arthur was unconvincedi and 
Jane, half doubting in her own mind if she was 
acting properly, agreed to <;hange it for one simi« 
lar to Annie's. At last they left her. all happy 
and contented but Jessie, who by no means re- 
lished the loss of her finery^ 

They walked quietly abng the road till they 
got into the glen, when Arthjpr, who had a hold 
of each of his sisters* hands, said, '* Jessie, my 
dear, you must not be angry with me for making 
our mother take off your pretty frock. I am sure 
the lady will be quite as much pleased to see you 
in the one you have on, as she would have been 
if you had gone in that fine one, which might 
have displeased our good father very much, and 
likewise have oiiade her think that our mother 
was very extravagant. Besides, why should 
you wish to be different from Annie ? she is quite 
contented with her check one, and you know 
very well that she is the best girl of the two." 

•* O yes, brother, I know tha| very well ; but 
that frock looked so pretty, I should have liked 
to have worn it, for all that. However, I'll tell 
you what I will do : I will save all my chickens, 
next year, and get mother to buy Annie one, and 
then we may both wear them." , 

'« I think mother would do very wrong to spend 
so much money on what is so little wanted, for I 
am sure both Annie and you look as well as you 
are, and can do very well without white frocks, 
which are only for gentlefolks ; wait till you are 
able to spin one yourself, and then if you wish 
to wear any thing so fine» I «.Vm\\ wqX. CkVsj^sK^. V5k 
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your having it* and, I dare say, neither will our 
father." 

** I wish) Arthur," said Annie, "you had Jet 
Jessie wear her frock, for she looks so very pretty 
in it, k does one good to look at her. I never 
knew you do an unkind thing to any of us be- 
fore ; but I really thought it was very illnatured 
of you to make mother take it off, for she was 
more proud of seeing her dressed, than even 
Jessie was herself; and when she had tied the 
ribbon round her waist, I saw the tears in her 
eyes, as she kissed her." — ^ Mother is very 
kind," said Arthur, thoughtfully, '* but it is best 
as it is, since you had not one to put on like it* 
and Jessie will be a good girl, and think ho more 
about it." 

They were now within Might of the house of 
Glenlyn. As they drew near, the little girls clung 
closer to their brothers and seemed fnghtened at 
the thought of entering Uiose gater that they had 
always before been so strictfy forbidden to ap- 
proach. Arthur, liowever, had no such fear, and 
walked stoutly up to the door that led to the ser- 
vants' apartments, and knocked. An elderly man 
in liveiy, opened it« and immediately said « Oh, 
you are the children from the village, that my mis- 
tress expects. Come in, she will see you in a 
few minutes. Sit down till I tell her you are here.** 
He then, after showing them into the hall, left 
them. 

<*What a pretty place this is," said Jessie, 
'* but, dear Arthur, what can that be that stands in 
tfae comer, and makes such a ticking noise ?" 

^^J clock, you foolish thin^ " Mvwweted Arthur, 
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^* it is finer than ours at home, bot it is just for 
the same purpose.*' 

** Ah, I see now ; but listen, our clock does not 
strike like that." 

A^ that moment the clock, which was a musi- 
cal one, played a tune before striking the hour, to 
the great admiration of the children ; even Arthur 
could not understand what that meant, and got 
off his seat to watch it. He had scarcely sate 
down again, when the servant came to desire them 
td go up stairs to the drawing room. 

Mrs. Beaumont met them on the landing place, 
and kissing the little girls, told them she was.vefy 
glad to see them at Glenlyn. She received Jessie's 
roses with great good humour, and taking down a 
handsome jar from the mantle piece, put them into 
it, saying that they were the only roses she had 
had that year, for that hers had all been destroyed, 
and as she was very fond of moss roses, she felt 
particularly obliged by Jessie's present. 

^'They are Annie's roses, ma'am; she was 
so kind as tp give them to me, to bring you." 

** I am very much obliged to Annie, then, as 
well as to you, and shall take care to remember 
it. But, Arthur, have you altered your mind since 
last night ? I hope you will not now refuse to come 
and live with me." 

'^ I am sorry, I cannot say that I wiQ," answer- 
ed Arthur ; ** I hope that the laird will not be of- 
fended with me, for refusing his offer. I have 
always wished to go. to school, and though I can- 
not go now, I yet hope that I may be able by and 
bye to do so. Meantime, I think it is my duty to 
teach my brothers what my falVi^t \«a Vsi^&K^^'^ 
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milch pains to instruct me in, and tberefoi 
ma'am, I must not think of leaving home." 

" But. Attfaurt if you come here, the coloi 
will take care to send you to school next sumnn 
and your father, I think, might teach the oil 
.boys in the eTenings. I ara afraid yoa do t 
trhhto come, or you migtt be able to contrive 
get his leave. . 1 hope yon are not an idle bi 
and love climbing in Ibe woods better than noi 
ing." 

Arthur's face crimsoned. " No, ma'am, 1 1 
not an idle boy I hope ; but I do not like to b( 
servant, and my father is kind eiiough lo let t 
choose for myself. 1 knew the laird and you met 
it in kindness, when you offered to take ine 
live here, but 1 am determined to be a soldi 
and till I am' old enough for that, I must remi 
at home, and make myself as useful to my fati 
mid mother as 1 can." 

'■ A soldier, child 1 nhat can have put such 
fancy into yonr head? does yoai father wish yon 
be a soldier ?V 

'' No, ma'am, be does not like it very mat 
bnt I hopehe will agree to it, when the time cumi 
and till then, I must take care lo do nothing tt 
might prevent me from holding a commission, i 
am ever so fortunate as to gel one. John Dimo 
told me that a servant could never be an offic< 
as tongas be lived and therefore I cannot think 
doing what might hinder my success in the or 
way I care any thing about." 

Colonel Beaumont, who bad come into the roc 
daring this conversation, said — 

"Soyun expect to get a commission, Aitboi 
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I am afraid yoa are likely to be disappointed, for it 
is not very easy to procure one without money, 
even for a gentleman's son, and in your father's 
situation, I see no chance in the world you have 
forit." 

** I will wait, sir, for some years, and try. I am 
very young yet, and perhaps, by the time I am 
old enough, I may be so fortunate as to get some 
friend to help me ; at all events, I will not put it 
out of my own power to go into that line, if any 
thing should cast up for me ; and in the mean-time, 
I must try to improve myself, that I may be no 
disgrace to any one that would assist me." 

*' You are an odd little fellow, but a few years 
will, I hope, make you wiser. Remember, if 
you should change your mind, you will always 
find me ready to receive you in the situation I 
have offered ; somehow I think we shall come 
together by and bye, and be good friends yet." 

"Will you come and live with me, Jessie ?'^ 
asked Mrs. Beaumont ; <Vl should like you for a 
companion very much." 

'< If Annie comes t6o," answered the child, 
*' but I cannot leave her, on any account." 

*• Will you come, then, Annie ; for I positively 
must have one of you.'^ 

*< No ma'am, I cannot leave my mother, though 
I am much obliged to you." 

*' I never saw such a family in my life," said 
Mrs. Beaumont ; " not one of them can be 
tempted to leave their home ; but I must speak 
to your mother, and see if she will not spare me 
one of you ; for I have set my heart on having a 

6 
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little a^olar to smnse ne this winter, and either 
of yon would do nicely." ^ 

" Come along," iatemipted the ccdoneli " and 
let the childreii have some frait ; I have had it 
placed in the parlour foi them, and when thej 
have eatea it, they shall Wdk out and see the 
gardcB." 

Mrs. Beaumont led them iato the parlour, and 
thinkiog that they would enjoy themaelres mm 
if left ^Doe, she took the cehHiers arm, and aai 
that they would walk out on the gravel waft, 
and when they were satisfied, they might coraB 
out to them. 

« What can we do with this boy ?" Raid she to 
her husbaod, when alone. '* I never felt so in- 
terested for a chiki in my life. I cannot imagine 
what can have pnt this fancy into his head : un- 
less we can get him to give up so foolish a whim, 
we shall never prevail with him to come to os." 

" We must do nothing, at present, my dear; 
if we were to try to persuade him to come to nsi 
his father might ohlige him to comply, and he> 
in th^ case, woald look upon ds as enemies, 
rather than Aiends. Let us leave him to follow 
his wishes, for the present< and in a year or two, 
when he has got more sense, he will, in aH pro- 
bability, be glad to accept the offer we have now 
made him. 1 think, however, if yon are in ear- 
nest in wishing for one of the girls, it would really 
be a good plan both for you and the child, since 
your sister has refused to let yon have one of 
hers : they are both nice children, and 1 have lit- 
tle doubt their parenta may easily be persuaded 
topart with oae of them." 



\ 
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"I am quite serious, Charles. I have long 
wished to have a little girl to bring up, and was 
much mortified that Busan would not trust any 
one of her daughters with me. This child, if i 
take her, must stand in my niece's j^ace ; and in 
time,! have no fear of attaching her to me, and 
making her a comfort to us both in our old age." 

The colonel spiiled, and pressing her hand> 
said, *; I know my wife can be trqsted, and that 
if she does take this poor little girl out of the 
hands of her own parents, she wiU do her duty 
by her* and not merely m^ke he? a plaything, to 
be qaist away wb^n the novelty is over. If you 
seriously intend to bring her here, I shallxosisid^ 
npysetf bound to provide for her, in cause of our 
death, with at least a moderate coa>|^tency; 
tl^re^e, before i»e engage in ijt^ we must study 
the ^^hildreii, see which of them 10 most likdy ta 
suit u^} and then consult their fiitber, before wa 
absolutely determioe between tbem. He is a 
very sensible man> and would, I have no doubts 
object to allow his child to be brought up here, 
imless it should be dearly understood what our 
views are in taking her. I would rather have 
him satisfied on the subject before it is mentioned 
at all to his wife, as his judgment is far superior, 
in my opinion, to hers. Besides, he may have 
reasons of his own to prevent his acceptance of 
Our offer, which we know nothing about ; just as 
he has rejected the. plan we had for Arthur. I 
think the best way will be for me to send a mes- 
sage to him by his son, desiring him to come- 
hither to-morrow evening, when he has finished 
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his work; snd till then, 70a bad better sajr do 
more to the childieo on the subject. 

*' I bare takeo a great deal of psiDs to ascer- 
taia the chRracler of both WilliHin and bia irife 
this morniDg. Mr. Bronn, who knows •everT 
man in bis parish perfectly well, assures me that 
there is not a more respectable coaple in it, than 
they are. They came to reside here, it seems, 
soon after the rebellion, baying quitted Edinburgh 
on account of tbe cbildfen's healtb. During the 
five years tbey have been here, they have coo- 
dncted themselves with the greatest industry 
and propriety. I mean, therefore, to give tbem 
erery possible encouragement, whether they Tet 
us have their child or not ; and with this view I 
have been thinking of offering William the little 
farm that lies onthe opposite side of the glen. It 
may help him to rear his family much better than 
his wages as a common ploughman can posttbly do. 
He is quite equal to the management of it, Mi. 
3rown says, and will act, he is sure like an honest 
man towards me." 

At this moment the children, having finished 
their repast, came out upon the lawn, and their 
kind entertainers called to them to follow their 
iato the garden. Here Annie's attention wa£ 
drawn towards the flowers, and timid as she was 
she ventured to ask Mrs. Beaumont tbe names ol 
several she had never before seen, and was made 
almost wild with delight by the promise of differ- 
ent kinds of seeds to plant in her own little garden. 

" You don't seem so food of flowers, Jessie, at 
your sister ? Have you no garden at home ?" Je,Bsie 
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smiled. " Yes* ma'am, I hare a garden, but I 
doD^t much like to work in it, becausi^ it dirties 
my hands ; but Annie never cares for that, and 
therefore she plants all the* flowers and vegeta- 
bles that grow in it : is not that vciry kind stpd good 
of her?" 

" You should tell the lady, Jessie, that y^u feed 
the chickens for me» and drive home the cow, 
when our brothers are away, and so we are both 
obliged to one another. My mother says that that 
is the way good sisters should 4ive together.'' 

** Ah, Annie, you know that you are a much 
better girl than I am ; for, whenever I want you 
to do any thing for me, you always run and do it 
directly; but sometimes I forget what you ask 
me to do» and my mother is angry with yoo, and 
yet, ma'am, I don't think she ever told that it 
was my fault) in her life, but has always tried to 
hide from my mother any thing she thot^ht 
would make her angry with me." 

** You are. both good girls, i think," said Mrs. 
Beaumont, laughing, *'I scarcely know which is 
the best ; but, Annie, if you have seen enough of 
the flowers, we will walk down this path that 
leads to the water, and I will show Jessie my 
chickens ; for I am also very fond of feeding 
chickens, and visit them every evening. 

About half way towards the river stood the 
i^m yard. There Jessie felt more at home than 
her sister. The chickens and ducks delighted 
her exceedingly, and, in her eagerness to look at 
a brood of young turkeys,, she ran towards them, 
without observing the tujckey ebck, wb0| on see- 
ng her apjproacb the nesAj fteyi -^ V^i^-w^fi^Xs®. 

6* 
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feathers all ruffled, and making a terrible noise. 
Poor Jessie screamed with terror) while Annie, 
pale as a sheet, endeavoured to rescue her ; and, 
heedless of her own danger, she got between her 
sister and the bird, and spreading her arms out, 
covered her with her petticoat. Their fright 
made them both fall to the ground * and by the 
time Mrs. Beaumont got to their assistance, they 
were clasped in each other's arms, by the side 
of the nest, while the cock was screaming and 
blustering, almost on Annie's back, who still 
guarded her sister, as well as her strength would 
allow her to do. Mrs. Beaumpnt soon drove the 
cock off, but it was a long time before she coiild > 
restore the children to their former cheerfulness, j 
and for the rest of the evening they kept a fast I 
hold of each other's hands, as if they could only 
feel safety by the side of one another. 

The present of a beautiful little lamb, at last 

brought the roses into their cheekd. It had lost 

its mother, and had been brought up by the 

dairy-maid ; it was so tame as to let them fondle 

- it. Mrs. Beaumont tied a green ribbon round iH 

neck) and said it should be led home by their 

brother Arthur, and that it should belong equally. 

to the two sisters. The pleasure they felt in 

talking of their present, restored their tongues, 

and they soon prattled away as merrily as ever. 

Meantime. Arthur had been walking in the glen 

with the colonel, who had shown him his horses 

and cattle, and every thing he thought likely to 

amuse him ; and when they were joined by his 

sisteti aad Mrs. Beaumont, boVVi ^^t\.v&^ C^lt re- ^ 

gret at being obliged to sep^.t^.\.^. \^. n^'^s.Vw^- 
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ever, getting late, and therefore Mrs. Beaumont 
thought it was time to send them home. Before 
they left her, she presented each of the girls 
with a small needle case* well filled, and a very 
Deat psalm book« such as they required to take 
to church : to Arthur she gave a pocket bible, 
with his name written in it. The colonel, like- 
wise, gave him half-a-crown, and each of the girls 
a sixpence. 

A happier group, perhaps, never walked 
through the glen> than our young friends, who 
could scarcely take time to lead their pretty 
lamb, so impatient were they to show their trea- 
sures, and have their curiosity gratified, in seeing 
their brothers at home open two small parcels, 
directed for them, which the colonel had en- 
trusted to the care of Arthur, who promised to 
deliver them without examination. 

As they approached their own door, they were 
seen by Jane who stood anxiously waiting for their 
return. She was nearly as much pleased at the 
sight of the lamb, as the children were. They 
run into the house to display all their presents to 
their father -.as soon as he had examined them, he 
asked Arthur what had passed between him and 
the laird. 

<* Nothing more, dear father, than that I have 
told him 1 cannot accept his offer, as I am resolved 
to be a soldier ; and he knows, as well as 1 do that 
if I were to live as a servant now with him I could 
never afterwards be an officer." 

'* Who told you that, Arthur ? I am sure I did 
not know it." 

'• John Dimock told me ao» YiVeiw \kfe ^'WfikR.V.^ 






" ^1 yoQ need not miDd wba 
laird oaly laughed) and told me ' 
by and bye, and as he was not ofi 
.it best to say no more about it. 
thinks me so foolish at present, 1 
be the very person to help me w 
tance, provided he thinks 1 desc 
nancow He asked me a good 
about how long you had lived in £ 
you were born there. 1 said I did 
about it. I believed you had b( 
there, and that'my mother did nc 
and so you came here." 

« That was all right/' answerec 
do you know at all what he want 
to-morrow ?" 

*' No, father ; he did not say ^ 
had with you ; only he desired m 
be sure and come, for he had sqii 
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found a New Testament for each, with a shilling. 
The moment they saw the money, they ran with 
it to their mother, and gave it to her to keep for 
them, as their sisters had done on their first com- 
ing home. " Did the laird give you any money, 
Arthur ?" asked Jane. 

•' Yes, mother," answered Arthur, colouring, 
'' he did, he gave me half-a-crown. 1 wish to 
buy a book with it. and therefore I cannot give it 
to you, unless my father does not choose me to 
have it.'* 

'* The money is your own, Arthur; you may use 
it as you please, provided you show me what 
you buy : at the same time, my dear boy; I nlust 
say I think half-a-crown a great deal of money 
to spend on a book. Do you know that that sum 
would nearly pay fot half a year's schooling, at 
Linton ?" 

'' Yes, father, I do know that, but I cannot go 
to school without a book, and the one 1 want to 
buy, is a Latin grammar ; 1 think 1 can learn a 
great deal of it at home, and then when 1 get any 
more money, I may go to school with it." 

William shook his head, but at last gave his 
consent to Arthur^s going to Linton the next day, 
to make his purchase. When this was settled, 
Arthur ventured to mention a plan he had in view, 
and which was what took nim that morning to 
John Gibsoui who was a stone mason, and was 
employed at the time by a gentleman in the 
neisrhbourhood to build a number of ^\£a!!Wx^^'^&^'^> 
oa the same plan with ihe V^'^'^^^ ^'^ Vj^sewi.^ 
Loup. Arthur in his watidexVft^^ ^^'^^^^^'^k 
that way, and had 8eveta\ Ivm^^'^^^^^ 
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show him how to build. The man was glad pf i 
(companion to converse with) and gave himsom< 
instructions, till at last he became so expert, thai 
he offered to pay him, if he would come and helf 
him to get the job done. Arthur caught at the 
offer, as a way to get a little money to purchase 
the books he wanted : he offered, if his fathei 
would allpw him to work four hours every day: 
to give him sixpence at the end of the week. 
Arthur was rather afraid William would object tc 
this engagement, and mentioned it now with great 
trepidation. Contrary to his expectations, his fa- 
ther agreed to it directly, provided he did not qe< 
^ect lus book. The truth was, William thought 
that both John and Arthur would soon tire ol 
theif agreement, and in the mean time it would 
assist him to get out of the scrape with the Jaird, 
which he could not help fearing might otherwise 
have brought him into difficulties. 

This point being settled, William desired the 
children to be quiet, and shut the' door, as it was 
tinie for family worship* which having performed, 
they all drew round the supper table, though the 
little ones could scarcely eat, for relating all they 
had seen at Glenlyn. 

In the morning, as soon as Arthur had heard 
his brothers read, he left the house, telling his 
mother he would hear his sisters in the evening, as 
he must be with John Gibson by nine o'clock. 
He took a piece of bread and cheese in his pocket 
a^ he was to go to Lintpn before he returned 
home.^ 

7%^ day passed as it usually did with the young 
^/ks in the cottage, each occupied \n\\\i >i)ck€\\ 
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respective tasks, till the evening^) when Willidka 
retarned from his work, and prepared for his vibit 
to Glenlyn. Befbre he left home he told th^ 
children they might amnse themselTes in any 
way they pleased, except hy going into the 
Glen, as he did not wish them to be m^t any 
more by the laird or his lady, till after be had 
seen them himself, and heard what they had to 
say to him. 

William walked to Glenlyn, and was immediate- 
ly shown up to the dining room, where thd colonel 
was expecting him. After the nsual compli* 
ments of welcoming him to the honse, the colonel 
desired him to take a Beat, as he had a great deal 
to say to him. 

William took a chair, but could not help vvish^ 
ing himself fairly out of the house again ; he feared 
that by some imprudence of Arthur's, the laird 
might suspect some part of his secret. Hovt 
much then was he relieved, when Colonel Beau- 
mont began by telling him^ that he had sent for 
him to lay before him a plan, which his wife had 
very much at heart, provided it met with his ap- 
probation. He then stated her wish to have one 
of the little girls to educate. «' Before I receive 
your answer, William, you must understand the 
footing on which we are willing to take your 
daughter. My wife never had any children of 
her own, and for some time past we have come 
to the resolution of adopting a child of her sister 
Mrs. Monro's, but no inducemeiit yi^ c.'«:ckV5^^ 
oat, h powerful enough to m«ke \v&t 5:.a^%^^^^^ 
part with any one of her girts. N^ o Vvv»^ ^'fc^^- 
fore been looking out for a c\i\\A vj\xo ^oxiA ««^ 




wAaciijr, li yuu aDu your j 
ooe of them to reside wii 
panioD my wife wishes ^ 
course she intends to give 
gentlewoman. It woald; 
child, to remove her out c 
life, without securing to he 
ing in the one we mean to p 
pledge myself to give her 1 
my death, and will place th 
any person you choose to 
for her." 

William listened attentiv 
was speaking. The advanti 
catiop for Jessie struck hi 
the view of her brothers e 
red to their inheritance, w( 
consequence to them all, s 
promise he had iiidir^QUK 
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When the colonel had finished, William, with 
this view, said, after expressing himself fully 
aware of the kindness and consideration of the 
offer, that it was a thing of too much consequence 
for him to give an immediate answer, and« there- 
fore, he hoped that the lair dwould allow him a 
few days to think it over, and also to consult 
with his wife. *' Our girls," said he, ** are very 
dear to us, and were the one you want to be en- 
tirely separated from us, I should not hesitate a 
moment in refusing to part from my child ; but as 
you are likely to live so near to us that we can 
see her every day, if we please, the advant9ge8 
held out are so great, that unless I see some diffi- 
culty in the way, that I am not aware of at pre- 
sent, I believe I shall accept, with gratitude, the 
offer you have so kindly made, ^nd Jessie shall 
be yours. That, is my present feeling ; yet, till I 
have consulted my wife, and thought over all it$ 
various points,! do not pledge myself to the agree* 
ment." 

<* That is exactly, William, what I expected 
from your good sense ; I shall willingly give you 
time to make up your mind ; but you mention 
Jessie's name. Have you any reason for fixing 
on her in preference to Annie ?" 

*' Yes, sir, 1 h^ve a reason which weighs with 
me so strongly* that I cannot, on any account, 
alter my choice. ' Annie is much mor^ timid thim 
Jessie, and her mother, I know, will never con- 
sent to it ; and, therefore, if you Uka ofji^ ^i WisetsEsi.^ 
k muat be Jessie. It is only iHWiV^tV ^^^ w'^- 
sent to such an arrangement.^^ 



■^ 



I*' A neighbour's sod, who, the 
of some of his mother's frieodsr 
mission about two years ago ; b^ 
to say as little about it« at presi 
j Opposition often makes young i 

1 nate in their own conceit, than ill 

reflection. Arthur is too young, 1 
to leave home m any way, and, 
. nues industrious, and diligent in h; 
I care rery little about his talkin 
happen five or six years hence, 
better by that time, I hope, an' 
trade.'' 

** Yoo are acting like a prudent 
and a kind, indulgent father, 
alone for a year or two, and I ha 
will agree to any thing we wish ; 1 
ther subject, William, to talk ? 
Have you any objection to take 
I management of a small farm ? I 

I for a respectable tenant 
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I cannot accept such an offer ; to become year 
tenant in Lochmore, would require more money 
than I can any how undertake to advance." 

^< If that is your only reason for refusing to en* 
gage in it, I think I oan remove the objection by 
advancing you a hundred pounds, which you shall 
pay roe when it suits your own convenience. It 
is of great^ consequence for me to have a steady, 
industrious man, in that farm ; therefore, you 
really will be conferring a favour on me, if you 
\yiM become my tenant." 

William was quite overcome for a moment. It 
had been a great sacrifice to him to resign his 
snug farm at Monteith, at the time of his master's 
death ; and though he never, for an instant, re- 
pented the part he had acted in favour of the 
children, yet it was hot surprising that the differ- 
ence in his present situation, together with the 
increasing difficulties of a large family, should 
sometimes bring back to his mind the comforta- 
ble home he had abandoned. In the colonel's 
generous offer, he now saw a reward for all his 
sacrifices. From his knowledge of the farm, he 
was certain he could both make a comfortable 
living for himself, and pay his generous master, 
io a very short time, the money he was willing to 
advance. 

As soon as he was able to speak, he said, ** I 
willingly and thankfully, sir, accept your liberal 
offer, and, if I am spared for a very few years, 1 
trust, with the help of Province, to be able to 
repay yoy both the principaTMd interest 6f what 
yOu are willing to advance for me. Likewise, I 
hope I shall be able tosYio^ '^Wk,^^"^^-^'^^^'^ 
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has not recommended an ungrateful man to your 
notice. I am not ignorant of what is required in 
the prudent management of a farm ; neither my 
wife nor myself will spare trouble or pains to 
make Lochmore a credit to the estate of Glen- 
Iyn.'» 

** Very well, William, that is now a bargain be- 
tween us. I shall give orders to have a proper 
lease drawn out for twenty years, and, therefore, 
you may tell your wifoi that in three months from 
this time, I hope to see her and her family settled 
at Lochmore." 

William pontinued conversing with his future 
landlord on many points which required to be 
settled between them, to a late hour^ and* when 
he quitted Glenlyn, he promised to return that 
day week, and give Mrs. Beaumont his final an- 
swer on the subject of Jessie. 

On reaching his owp house, he found all the 
children in bed, except Arthur, who had prevail- 
ed on his mother to allow him to sit up till his 
father came hoipe, as she could not help feeling 
uneasy at the long stay he had made at Glenlyn. 
William's cheerful countenance, however, as he 
entered his cottage, instantly set the anxious heart 
of his affectionate wife at rest, and she quickly 
prepared his supper, before she asked a word of 
his news from the house. When they were seat- 
ed round their cheerful fire, William said) << Gude- 
wife, I must have a tankard of our harvest beer, 
to-night ; givje Arthur the money, and let him go 
to John Finlay's, a|id get it. I do not often in- 
daJgeiasnch extravagance) bull Vi^v^ %Qodwe\<is 
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yon ; and I feel as if I shoald be the better 
It, after my walk." 

I am sure you shall have the beer, guideman, 
eered Jane, " I do not believe there has been 
rop in the house this twelvemonth before, 
it is your news ? It must be good, I think, for 
ve not seen you look so like yourself, since 

eft " 

Jane !'' cried William, in a stern voice, <' re- 
iber your oath/* 

Thank God, I have not broke it !" exclaimed 
!, turning very pale;*<oh) do not frown, it 

not intended, and merely spoken without 
ght." 
Let us pray, then, my dear wife, to be ena- 

always to put a greater restraint both upon 
thoughts and actions. I tremble to think on 
langer you have this night run, of committing 
reat a sin." 

rthur had gone for the beer, but William'« 
1 had been greatly disturbed, and Jane*s heart 
full. ** Let us address ourselves to God, my 
, who alone can assist and enable us to per* 

the duties we have taken upon ourselves, 
teach us to temper our mirth with christian 

99 

e knelt down directly, and after a most earn- 
nd humble address to his Maker, rose com- 
(i and cheerful, and instantly kissing his wife, 
her he would drink her health, as mistress of 
imore farm, to which the jjyd had appointed 
tenant, through the kind ^Commendation of 
Brown. 

""hish news, indeed, guAexiv^^. ^^ ^ns5*.^^ 

7* 
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mast drink your}health, myself, if I could believe 
that you were not joking." 

" No, Jane I am not joking ; it is really true 
the laird desired me to tell you, from himself, tha 
your house should be ready for you, bj the em 
of November. We have quite settled every thii^ 
1 believe ; and while 1 am a living man, 1 shal 
never forget the kindness and liberality of Colone 
Beaumont, nor yet the obligation I am under t 
our worthy minister. But it grows late. Le 
tia go to bed now, arid to-morrow morning I wil 
tell you all about our plans, and mnny other thing 
that I want to consult with you upon. And you 
Arthur, must go out with me in the morning 
when I go to my work. I have something to sa; 
to you, that is only for your private ear ; so, re 
member, dont keep me waiting, or 1 shall be ver 
angry." With these words they separated, an 
retired to rest, as pleased and contented, as suci 
worthy, virtuous people, must ever be, when the 
are conscious of having performed their duties 
as far as erring creatures are capable of doing i 
this imperfect state. 



m 



CHAPTER IV. 

the morDing William found Arthur waiting 
[sompaoy him, as he had desired. He had 
td it prudent to hold a conversation with him 
) first instance, on the subject of Jessie's going 
i;nlyn. before he even mentioned it to his 
If he found (he boy averse to the plan, he 
ely thought himself at liberty to pursue it. 
ir listened to William's story in silence, and 
grasping his hand, said — 
thank you, my dear father, for the confidence 
ave now placed in me. Deeply do I feel 
kindness in this, as well as in till your con- 
to us, since we have been your children, 
ve, I trust I shall be able to prove what my 
gs are, by something better than words. I 
proud boy, and I own, with shame, that had 
greed to give the lisiird my sister without 
; me of it* it is very likely I might have 
more angry and hurt, than 1 have the 
3st right to be with any measure you think 
ir to adopt. But now the case is quite dif« 
t ; and I feel that I am too young to pretend 
'e an opinion upon the subject. You are by 
e best judge of what is really for Jessie's 
itage ; and as Mrs. Beaumont does not mean 

> be considered in the light of a servant, I 
feel perfectly satisfied,ifyf|p please to entrust 

► ber carOi provided we isvk^ ^c»^^^i«s!»Si^.^ 
r, whenever we wishii.'*^ 



^«!«»« more Avith me th 
^«"Gh the laird so liberalh 

be hard .f f hey could not m 

S'ster; but if she is not" 
She never could retrieve t 
you say Arthur, that you 

^"''. Jessie to be at least 

part in the society her broti 

My n-ife ,s a very good plain 

perhaps, teach her to beh 

common run of peasant S 

lived in gentlemen's famihel 

oogh, to conduct tbemS 

her poorer, or mine, to give j 

toGKn%rS„f_^-- 
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boy, I Of) did he leave it to you to choose between 
withl tbem?" 

" He left it, my dear, entirely to myself; of 
course I had but one choice to make. Annie is 
much better with her mother ; she has no want of 
more education than we can ourselves give her." 
, Arthur's lips trembled — " What a burthen and 
a hinderance have we been to you '/' 

" Quite the contrary, my dear. You are all as 
dear to me, as if you were my own children, and 
I shall feel as proud in seeing you advance in the 
world, as though you really were so. The only 
uneasiness you ever can give me, is by being idle 
or wicked. That, indeed, would nearly break 
my heart, and might make me regret that I had 
ever undertaken the charge of you : but 1 hope 
better things from you all. Make your mind 
easy with regard to Annie, for I assure you, upon 
my word, that even had there been no Jessie in 
the way, 1 would have refused the laird's offer 
for her at once ; as I never could consent to 
I^ce her in a different rank of life from all con- 
nected with her.'' 

«' You never shall have uneasiness from my 
being either wicked or idle : but I must be a sol- 
dier, if possible ; and, if you will only trust me, 
my dear father, I will manage to educate myself, 
so as to fit me for the line I have chosen, without 
costing you a halfpenny. If Allen wishes to be 
a clergyman, let him have the benefit of Linton 

(school ; and if you would allow Jamie to take my 
place there, and &t least gain as much instruction 
89 would be of use to him In &Uin%\\vtti^^t ^<ys«s> 
I paoioa and brother to us, m YiYi?A.^Nex x"^^ ^' 
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fill, it would greatly relieve my ihind; forlcj 
bear to think, that you bestow more upon us 
upon your only son." 

William combated this plan very -stoutly, 
tried all he could to get Arthur to consent 
to school. It was ail in vain, and, at last, hi 
forced to compromise the matter, by agreei 
wait a year longer; at the end of which 
Arthur said, if he had not made the progre 
expected,* by his own exertions, he would sc 
to his father's wishes ; and, as both Jamii 
Allen were yet rather young for walking i 
as Linton every day, it was determined that 
should remain, for the year, at home, recc 
instructions from their father and brother as i 

Arthur left his father greatly relieved by hi 
come to this understanding with him. He 
ried forward tO' John Gibson, more intent 
ever on making a little money, in order to be 
to supply himself with books by the time he si 
be ready for (hem. 

Jane was much more rejoiced than eitliG] 
husband or Arthur had been, when she W] 
formed of the laird's offer for Jessie. She < 
lutely wept for joy, to find that her dear 
would now be brought up as the daughter ol 
beloved mistress ought to be ; and, to the he 
of her kind and affectionate heart, she never 
thought of the advantages for her owe dang 
which she was sacrificing in favour of the 
orphan. 

"Now, dear William/' exclaimed sEe, " 
iAaf the hand of Providentie ^^aVcYie^ av«t 
helpless infants^ and wttl eiia\Ae\i^\.o d^l« 
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BID than I ever could believe. Many a 
night have 1 spent in thinking how they 
3uld be reared as they ought to be. Jamie 
onie never troubled me at all. They will 
'y well, without any more teaching than 
wn : but my dear mistress's children — it 
my heart to think they should be without ' 
mns of education ; and Jessie would suffer 
»f all, for the boys could go to school, but 
uld never learn any thing that a lady ought 
Wf living with us in a house like this.'' 
y dear wife, it is all very well that the lady 
reed to take Jessie ; but even if the dear 
vere to remain with us, though she would 
irhaps, learn to be as prettily behaved, and 
^er in many ways as ladies are, she yet 
learn, both by example and precept, the 
f all lessons and habits — a firm reliance on 
ith and justice of God Almighty — and that 
and gentle spirit, which ought, in all ranks, 
>ng to the character of a true and faithful 
ian. My Jane is as capable of instilling 
er mind these virtues, as any lady in the 
and, knowing that to be the case, I have 
allowed myself to be uneasy upon the sub- 
f dear Jessie's deprivations, but have wait- 
iently ; and now, yoq see, Providence has 
rgotten her^ even in this little cottage, but 
ised her up a friend, able to supply to her 
t we are deficient in." 
by dear William, yours is, indeed, the true 
ian temper, for^ let what Vill ha^^en^ ^oa 
repioe, and only strive ttie mot^ V.^ ^^ ^^"^ 
kitbfoBy, both to GoA ^t^^ l^^^ '^'^'^^ 



to inspect the house and preniis 
much money would be requisite 
in proper repair. 

Colonel Beaumont, during tl 
more and more surprised with t 
strong good sense that WiUiai 
remarks and conversation wit 
farm, and became, if possible, n 
ever, with the prospect of havi 
nant. When they had finishe 
William said, that if the coloi 
him any more at that time, h 
upon Mr. Brown, to thank him 
in recommending him to his n< 
colonel shook hands with him 
said that he had little doubt tha 
to thank Mr. Brown himself : 
tenant so every way answering 1 
the one he wanted for Lochmor 
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the benefit of yoar advice on the agreement I 
wish to make' with the laird concerning my little 
girl, Jessie. He has offered most kindly to tak6 
her into his family, and bring her up as a compa- 
nion to his lady ; and, if 1 agree to this, will settle 
five hundred pounds upon her, in case of his 
death, and this money is to be placed in the 
hands of any respectable person I may choose to 
act as her guardian. I am a poor man, and 
know no one that I can apply to, who would 
faithfully discharge this trust : 'yet I feel, that in 
justice to my child, it ought to be done before 
she is placed in a different situation from the rest 
of my family. Will you, sir, undertake theoffice, 
and act towards her as a true friend ?" 

Mr. Brown hesitated a moment : at length, he 
answered, that he would accept this trust, if he 
particularly wished it. ** I think." said he, '* Wil- 
liam, that you are perfectly right in having every 
thing of that kind settled before you give up your 
child, and since you have asked me to become 
her guardian, I will accept the trust you are so 
willing to repose in me : while I live. I shall watph^ 
6veT her interest as faithfully as I would that of 
my own child. Your conduct, as well as that of 
your wife, has been most exemplary ever since 
you have been in my parish, and I have no hesi- 
tation in saying, that I think, if Mrs. Beaumont 
really intended to adopt a child, she could not 
have chosen any one that is more likely to turn 
out a blessing to her, and a coxalo^V^ ^ '*^^^^»^ 

belong to her,** ^ 

At WiWam'a desire, Ibeif \\xe^ ^^^^^^^^"^^ 

case, where Mr. Brown diew x\^ ^^ ^^^^"^ 

8 



or habits m which she was i 
he resigned all claim upon t 
that she became entitled t( 
reside in his family. Th< 
Brown promising to meet V 
the following Monday, the d 
the laird his final answer. 

Nothing particular occui 
when William repaired to h 
the terms on which he was 
child, which terms were rea< 
Colonel and Mrs. Beaumont 
signed by both parties, was ] 
bands, as guardian, in futun 
When all was finished, Willi 

*' I scarcely know, ma'an 
girl will like the change, at 
hinted it to any of them, bui 
tended us ; till every thin^ \ 
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~^ '* No, indeed, William, I shall think all the 
better of her for loving her natural connexions, 
and you may all rest assured, she shall never be 
induced by me to lessen either the respect or love 
she now feels for you." 

When William came home he found his wife 
sitting at the door of the cottage^ spinning, and 
the two little girls busily engaged at her feet, 
platting a crown of rushes, which they told their 
father, laughing, was for their mother, who had 
promised to wear it the next day, which was An- 
nie's birth-day. 

'* I did not recollect, that," answered he grave- 
ly ;'' I must go back to Glenlyn, and delay what 

I 1 intended till Wednesday. I have not the heart 
to divide the two dear creatures on that day." 

•' Oh ! not to-morrow, William, surely not so 
soon as to-morrow ?" eyed Jane, bursting into 

j tears. " I cannot part with her yet, and, of all 
days in the year, not to-morrow !" 

I ** WelL well, Jane, it shall not be to-morrow ; 

f but I believe it must be Wednesday ; now that it 

*is all settled, the sooner it is over the better for 

ns all. I really do not like to think of it myself, 

t and, therefore, there is no great wonder that you, 

; her mother, should feel unhappy ; but we both 

I know that we have decided, as we think, in the 
way that is most likely to be for her advantage ; 
therefore, we must try to bear the parting as 
well as wQ.can, comforting ourselves with the 
[ V certainty, that she is not fax frotcTvi^^^xA \a».^^'^'^ 
^ us every day/' 

Jane's cheerfulness, howevei, ^^^ ^ow^w 
that night The certainly of ^axVva^L ^^^^ ^ 



daring the whole evening, th( 
ed to conceal them from th* 
ceeded pretty well, excepting 
knowing where his father ha< 
understood what was affectii 
she went towards the dress 
for sapper, he glided softly u| 
bis arms round her neck, wh 
dear mother, sister Jessie w 
of us. and will grow up to I 
and father in your old age." 

Jane's heart was too full 
strained him to her brtast, 
shoulder, till her husband's i 
herself, by cheerfully asking, 
mised not to be a soldier, th 
him so tenderly." 

*' Oh, that he would do th; 
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The birth-day passed io great delight with th6 
children. Jane's pudding, made with Jessie's 
egg9» ^AS most excellent, and all was peace and 
harmony among them till the evening, when 
William called Jessie to him, and informed her 
that she was going to be the lady of Glenlyn's 
little girl, and live at the house for the future. 

Jessici listened to her father, and then said, - 
looking up in his face, '< and does Annie go there 
too?" • 

*' No, my dear, it is only you that are to live 
there, but you will see Annie and us all as oflten 
as you please, if you are a good girl." 

<' I won't leave Annie, father. What could I 
do without Annie ? 1 should have nobody at the 
house to love me at all." 

<' O yes, my dear, the lady will love you very 
much, if you are good, and da what she desired 
you." 

** Ah, father, that is the very thing : for I often 
am not good, and don't do what I am desired, 
yet both Annie and mother always love me, and 
try to make me better : but the lady will care no- 
thing for me, unless I am always good, and that I 
am quite sure 1 can never be. And what would 
become of me, if I had no one to love or care 
for me ? No, no, you must not send mc away, or, 
at least, you must send Annie with me if you do, 
^ for I cannot go without her." 

All William's and even Jane's arguments were 
in vain. Nothing could recoacvle i^^^v^Va^'^c^'^'s^^ 
jffom her sister. She did liol ct^ , ^'s* \SiO'^'^ cX\^^^^ 
in similar fiircumstances Yiow\d\v^N^ ^^^^'^v^X 
steadily maintained that i\olVv«i^ cox^^^'O^^^ 




momeDt her father mentioiK 
to leave her. And though « 
power to comfort her, she | 
most into fits, when her m^ 
and put her to hed. in the h 
forget her sorrows, and go toi 
ed her in her arms for some til 
that she had really fallen asle 
" What can this lady want 
Jessie. " I am sure I won't 
way, to please her, nor leave 
father says I must go to Glen 
disobey him, I know that, if 
but I know what I can do. 
lady that if she wishes me t< 
what she says, she must brin 
me, and then I will love her 
vex her as long as i lii^ft^_ 
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Jane hastily caught her in her arms, and aflter 
kissing her, put her into her hush^nd's, saying, 
hurriedly, ** here, here, take her away at once, 
or I shall never he ahle to keep my resolution." 
Jessie looked very pale *, but, though a tear now 
and then might be seen stealing down her cheek, 
she yet refrained from absolutely crying. After 
kissing her mother, she allowed William to take 
her, but raising her head from his shoulder as he 
was leaving the house, she saw Annie struggling 
with her mother to get leave to run after her. 

'* Put me down, dear father- lor one minute, 
and I will come back to you directly I cannot 
go till 1 have said one word to Annie. She would 
not leave me crying in that way for all the ladies 
in the land." 

^* No, no," answered her father, " you will do 
no good,, let us go away at once, vand she will 
then listen to her mother's comfort." 

" I will not go then, father, at all, " cried Jessie, 
struggling violently, " if you won't let me speak 
to Annie. I promise, if you will only let me 
speak one word, I will come to you again direct- 
ly ; but if you fbrce me away without that, I 
won^t stay with the lady at all." 

William, who had been surprised with her 
going so willingly before, would much rather not 
have put her down, but as he thought ii was like- 
ly that she would cry and scream, if he did not 
yield, and so allow Mrs. Beaumont to see how 
unwillingly she came to her, he did ^^ %Vv^ ^^v^- 
ed, telliag her he could not \va\V ^ m\w^i^a« 
She ran to Annie, and, pu\.\.\t\^ Vv^^ "^^T^^C^^i 
ber neck, drew her to tbe olViet cw^ Q»^ ^^^ 
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tage, and) whispering to her for a few minutes, 
left her) and joined her father, who hurried hei 
directly out of the cottage, without allowing hei 
to look again behind her. ^ 

Annie's tears dried up in a minute; she drew 
towards her mother, and, leaning her little bead 
on her shoulder, wiped away the tears that were 
running down Jane's face, saying *< dear mother, 
I will never leave you, and Jessie will be sure to 
come back and see us every day as long as she 
stays with the lady." 

'* So she will, Annie, and we must try to love 
^ one another more and more, now that we are led 
together. 

" YeSf mother, but we must not forget Jessie, 
for she will never forget us, I am sure of that." 

In the hope of amusing both herself and An 
nie, Jane proposed that they should go and see 
Janet Finlay, a poor girl, who lived near them 
who was very ill in a deep decline, and who lied 
always been very kind to Annie, and often gk 
her to come and read the Bible to her, when shj 
was too ill to do it herself. ' 

Jessie, meantime, a(\er shedding a few tean 
on her father's neck, began to raise her head and 
answer him when he spoke to her, more com- 
posedly than he had hoped ; her serenity was, 
however, nearly lost, when, on turning into the 
glen, she met her brother Arthur, who had pur- 
posely watched to see her before she got to Glen- 
lyn* She was excessively fond of him, and next 
to hitn, Aanie was the one she most loved in thej 
cottage. Arthur hin\se\f waanoV^^i^ ^.^m^^^^ 
the idea of bis sister %o\\x% lo Ai^ e^wc^V^^ ♦ 
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brought up as a lady, gratified his pride and am- 
hitioD excessively, but then to part from her was 
a severe struggle, *' I have only Allen now," 
thought he, '* who at all belongs to me ; and though 
my dear father and mother, as well as Jamie and 
Annie, love me dearly, yet I know that I am not 
related to any of them, and, somehow, I seem now 
to love Jessie better than I ever did, and feel 
more unhappy at parting from hsr, than I could 
have believed possible." 

Jessie held out her arms to him the moment 
she saw him, and he snatched her to his breast, 
and kissed her again and again, without speaking. 

" Come, Arthur, we are very late ; be a good 
boy^ and leave us : you shall sea Jessie again in 
a few days." 

Jessie clung still to her brother, but he, asha- 
med that his father should see his tears, unclasp- 
ed her hold from his neck, and putting her again 
in William's arms, darted into the wood without 
speaking a word. It required a little time to 
bring Jessie back to her former composure ; but , 
by speaking cheerfully to her^ and telling her 
about all the pretty things she would see at 
Glenlyn, William accomplished it before they 
had quite reached the house ; and when they 
were shown into the drawing -room, she had again 
recovered a steady, quiet appearance, which in- 
duced him to hope, that the intervievv between 
her and her new friends would pass off better 
than he had expected. 

Mrs. Beaumont, who ViaA \>^«i\ \^^\^iv\^s|^ "^s!^- 
ioaslf for her, rose on thext comvu^v^^^^^^"^^^ 
Wniiam advanced towards Viet, ^tv^^^ ^^^^^^'^^^ 
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«o prosper you -j- 
" koto's poor infant." 

•Mrs. Beaumont, ereat] 

sne '• WiJJiam, I feel a f 

watchfulness and tenderne 
expect me to show toward 
leaje to remind me of tb^ 
wcaJ. instantly, recoJlection 

" P„ " u*''*"' •*•"•« to bre 
W„- "°"«^''' madam, 1 ^m 
William, as h« <o„i, .u.*"". 
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will you love me, and mind my instructions as 
much as you have ever done your mother's ?^' 

** I will try, ma'am," answered the child, " to 
be very gpod indeed, if you will let Annie come 
here too; hut I cannot be happy, nor good nei- 
ther, if my own dear sister is not with me ; and 
oh, how much I shall love you, if you will do that I 
I will never be naughty as long as I live, if she is 
with me." 

** We will talk about that to-morrow, my dear ; 
at present, here is a nice piece of cake for you, 
and another for yout father to carry home to 
Annie, from you, and he may tell her that we 
shall both come to visit her to-morrow, when we 
take our morning's walk." 

Jessie looked pleased, as her father took the 
cake* wrapped up in a nice piece of paper, and 
put it into his pocket. She sate silent, holding 
her own cake in her hand, which Mrs. Beaumont 
pbservii^, asked her if she did not like the cake. 

'* Yes, ma*am, very much ; but I should like 
better to send it to my brothers, if you would not 
' be angry." 

" Not in the least, my love ; here, give it me, 
ahd I will wrap it up, and your father can put it 
in his other pocket." 

This was immediately done, and Mrs. Beaumont 
then gave her another piece for herselC saying, 
she was a good child to think of her brothers. 

William now rose to take leave, but the moment 
he moved, Jessie'a cake fell to the ground, and 
she sprang forward, calVmg, " \.^^ \si'^,\5^'^'^'^'^ 
fntber ; ob, do not leave me \iete '" 
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He tried, by sootbing and promising to come 
and see ber next day, to quiet ber, bat she still 
grasped bis band, and* looking up in bis face 
witb sucb an expression of wo in ber little couo- 
tenance, as went to bis beart^ said, '' you surely 
don't lov^ me-, fatber, or you would not give me 
away to any lady." 

Tbis was too mucb for poor William; he 
strained ber to bis breast, while the tears ran 
down his cheeks, and it might have been doubt- 
ful, whether be would have bad courage to perse- 
vere in leaving ber, had not the colonel come to 
bis assistance, and gently hfting Jessie in his 
arms, said — 

*' My dear, I am afraid you do not love your 
father, or you would not distress him so much 
as you are doing ; only see, you have made him 
cry." 

'* My father cry," exclaimed Jessie, *' I never 
saw him cry in all my life. I will do any thing 
you like to make him happy again." 

" Then go up to him and kiss him, and tell him 
you will be a good girl till you see him again to- 
morrow night.*' 

'' I will," answered Jessie, sighing deeply^ 
'' since he will leave me ; hut it is very hard to 
bear." 

*' And that is true, my own dear girl," said 
William, • but I hope it is for the best." 

He bowed slightly, as he put the child dovni, 

and ran out of the room ; for, at the moment, he 

dreaded to hear another word, lest his resola- 

t/on should give way, and \ie sVioxiXA. V.^'a V)tt& 

child borne with him. He VnataixVX^ c^\W^^V\«i 
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house, and never stopped till he arrived at his 
own cottage, where he endeavoured, by prayer, 
to compose both his own mind and that of his 
wife, and then, humbly trusting in the mercy 
and protection of his Maker, retired to bed, with- 
out scarcely exchanging a word with any one of 
his family ; convinced, that time alone could re- 
concile them to the loss of the little Jessie. 

Jessie tried to keep her word in being a good 
girl, but the tears would start, and the heavy sighs 
that escaped from her, convinced both the Colonel 
and Mrs. Beaumont, that she i^as truly unhappy. 
They tried at first to amuse her, but finding all 
their efforts in vain, Mrs. Beaumont asked her if 
she would go to bed. " As you please, ma'am," 
iWas her answer, as she rose from her seat ; but a 
fresh gush of tears prevented her from saying 
more, and she drew back as if afraid. 

** Come, my love, don't be afraid ; you are to 
sleep in a nice little bed of your own, in my dress- 
ing-room, and, if you want me., you have only to 
speak to me, and I will come to you in a minute." 

Jessie held out her hand, and walked away 
with her friend. She suffered her to undress 
her, and pmt her into bed, but she wept so much, 
that it was several hours before Mrs. Beaumont 
could leave her. x At last she had the satisfaction 
of seeing her fall into a quiet sleep, and, leaving 
the housek eper to watch her, she returned to 
her husband. 

The nexi morning it rained so nvArxsJ^^ ^"^^oa^. 
i/ was quite impossible lo %o lo \>aa ^'^^"^^ 
fessfe bore her disapgjintmeuXXjeVVetVW^^^, 
rare beerk expected. SYxe i^^^ ^^ ^"^^^ 
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iDstructioD bestowed on her, 
gained her cheetfulness, but t 
left to herself, retired , into ; 
BeaumoQt could see that si 

i eyes, and sighing so deeply 

I unhappy. * 

One day, when sitting toge 
gone to bed, the colonel said, 
do to go on, we must contriv 
Jessie's affections, and it strii 
thing we cap do is to ask Will 
to come here for an hour or 1 
at least for a little while, till 
conciled to her change of si 
little creature will fret hersell 
are not found to interest and 
*' That is the very thing I 
of,' V answered Mrs. Beaumo 
doubt that if Annie were to ( 
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friends Id that way, and, if I mistake not, the other 
plan will answer much better." 

The result of this conversation was, that Wil- 
liam agreed to allow Annie to go to Glenly n im- 
mediately after breakfast, and remain for a 
couple of hours, every day, and to share in the 
instructions bestowed upon Jessie. The benefit 
of this arrangement soon became apparent upon 
both children. Jessie recovered her health, and 
spirits completely, and Annie so far overcame 
her natural timidity, as to feel not only easy at 
Glenlyn, but delighted when the hour of her visit 
came round, though she privately told her mo- 
ther that she was very glad that the lady liked to 
keep Jessie best, for she was sure she never could 
talk and la^ugh with the laird as her sister did. 



CHAPTER V. 



All went on well with our cottagers, till No- 
vember, when the laird informed them that their 
new residence was ready for them, and o£fered to 
send a cart for theif furniture the following day. 
Nothing could exceed Jane's delight, when set- 
tled in her comfortable home. " We are now 
like ourselves again, William," said she, on re- 
tiring for the night, <' and even if my father were 
to see us, he would have no i^^^wi\.^W««sfcTSB«w 
for baviog folloyteA you.'' 
''He never, my dear 3ane,viovi\ek\i^Ne>^^^ 
you, could be have known ovute^'^Q^^^^^ 



«now as well as I do, that 

he first to ad vise us ma, 
than desert pur dear lad/s 

a sad JT '*••'«'" ^'"'8" 
I could noiv only hear that he 

f so i! *" u^PPy «« I ought 

Darent"^ '''"r ^« : f>« »ot 

i bear anr^ '"'* °' "'""ff' '' 

"ear, and often malrpo mS ,, 

ficat on .f possible, but not 

diJn TK '"^ "''^ ^'^ •'etrayi, 
dron. There IS not much to d( 

pens to prevent me, I iriii eo 
your father's neighbourhood 

I ^ble myself; but%either he. 

I must recognise mn •• 
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yourself easy, therefore : I shall keep my word, 
and I hope to return with good uews." 

Meantime) Arthur continued steady to his agree- 
ment with John Gibson, who on meeting William 
one evening, told him that his son would be the 
best mason in the country soon, and offered to 
take him as an apprentice, for seven years, and pay 
him a shilling a week all the time. 

<'No, John/' answered W' illiam ''I cannot think 
of that. Arthur must be \efi to himself a little ; 
he has taken it into his head- that he will be no- 
thing but a soldier : and till we can get that fancy 
out of him, he must be allowed to go on as he is 
doing. He will be useful to me by and by, in the 
farm, and therefore I have no mind to make him 
either a mason or a soldier.'^ 

** It is a great pity, William, for he would be, 
with good instruction, a capital workman in a 
little time. However, I must try' to keep him with 
me as long as I can ; for he is a great help to 
me. 

William walked off extremely mortified, at 
finding John and Arthur were likely to agree lon- 
ger than he had either hoped or wished* Arthur 
well laid his plansi and had so much reason to 
keep steadily to them, that he exerted himself to 
please John, to the utmost of his power : and his 
industry had been rewarded at the end of every 
week, by the regular payment of the promised 
sixpence, which were all carefully hoarded up, 
for the purchase of what books oVi'^Oa^\\.^>s^ 
require. His visits likewise lo \Xv^ TsiaNajN."*^ 
were continued, as often as be coxjX^ ^>^^ ''^'^ 
escape from observation : and NsYiexOa^^^'^^ 

9* 




0i Latin was the least 
mind expanded, and even \ 
llpth his manners and exprei 
those of other peasant boys t 
remarked how extraordinary 
with John Gibson should ha 
a gentleman. 

William and Jane were lik 
change ; but both knowing 
really sprung, attributed it mi 
the nature of his parents ; 
suspected any other cause. 

Jessie and Annie, meantin 
prove in all useful knowledg* 
mont's care, who very soon I 
to them, that it would have 
much grief as it would have 
have separated them. ' Willi 
ted all her oflFera-^f A^fci^- » 
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both : and were Annie to be educated entirely in 
this house, she never could with any pleasure re- 
turn to live in the plain manner her parents will 
always do ; and thus she might Learn both to dis- 
like and despise^those who gave her birth." Mrs, 
Beaumont in her heart could not help seeing the 
good sense of William's argument ; and therefore 
never afterwards thought of pressing him to alter 
his resolution. During the many years that An- 
nie regularly attended her in the morning, she 
confined her instructions entirely to what she 
thought wa^ likely to render herself and her wor- 
thy parents more comfortable in the situation of 
life they were in, and in which they meant her to 
continue. Jessie, however, in that part of the day 
which she spent with her alone, was instructed in 
all the more finished accomplishments suitable to 
the adopted niece of the laird, and in a short time, 
had profited so much by the pains bestowed on 
her, as quite to astonish even her partial mistress, 
who often remarked to her husband, how very 
extraordinary it was« that William should have 
known so well which of the little girls was best 
suited for her purpose. Annie was as sweet tem- 
pered and affectionate as Jessie ; yet she had nei- 
ther the talent nor taste for improvement, that 
her sister had, though in every other respect she 
was equally amiable. 

William kept his word to his.wife, at Christ- 
mas, and Jeft Locbmore, merely telling the laird 
that he had a little business a few mUe^^C^'^V^d;^ 
might deiaia him a week 5toni\vwa^> «ssl\ ^i««x.* 
as the weather was such as lo tft^'CkW. Vscs^^'^^ 
for him to be enaployed oul ot d.wx^*^'^^^^^'^ 
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thur ? for, if he is near, I shoold like to take him 
with me in my walk." 

Arthur* who was hasily employed at his hook, 
in the next roomj came out to his father directly^ 
and they hoth lefl Jane, to proceed to Glenlyn. 

During their walk, Arthur related all that he 
had done with his brothers, in his father's ab- 
sence, and ventured to ask if he might begin to 
teach Allen and Jamie, Ruddiman's Latin Gram- 
mar ? 

** I doubt) my man, you will have quite enough 
to do, to learn it yourself, without having the 
boys to teach. Remember, I shall ask Mr. 
Brown to decide between us at the end of the 
year ; if he thinks you are doing no good, I will 
not wait another day, but send you to Linton im- 
mediately." 

"Very well, father, I am content that you 
should do so, provided, that if Mr. Brown thinks 
I have done as much as I would in the same time 
at school, ypu agree to let me educate niyself in 
my own way. But, father, 1 really think if you 
mean AUen to be a clergyman, you had better 
send him to Linton this spring ; for, as he is now 
turned ten years old, it is time that he had begun 
Latin ; and Jamie, who is very nearly as old, is 
quite able to walk with him, when the fine wea- 
ther begins." 

^' I think, Arthur, that Jamie is not so anxious 
to learn Latin as you are : and, besides, it is not 
at all necessary for him to aci\a\t^ VL, ^^ ^^ 
be a farmer, like myse\f,^ud, «Lsmvx0siS5&^v«Ba^>ss^ 
aad knowledge as is requued V[iV>QaXX«^^^.^^, 
viUiDg to bestow on him \ bw^.\ xi^^^^ "^^^^ ^ 
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liim an education that may make him discontented 
with the rank of life it has pleased Providence to 
place him in. I firmly helieve that he may he as 
useful a man, and as good a Christian, in a farm- 
house, as either you or Allen can he^ in the dif- 
ferent lines you are probably to be placed in. 
Your birth entitles you to look higher than any 
son of mine has a right to do. Jamie, I trust, 
will learn from bis father to be both contented 
and happy in the farm of liochmore." 

" I think you are wrong, dear father, if I may 
venture to say so. Jamie is a very cleveV boy, 
and would be an excellent scholar, but if you 
won't allow him to go to' school, will you let me 
teach him at home ?" 

** Not Latin, Arthur : I really will not do that ; 
but I have no objection to your teaching him 
any thing else you know. I am sure you will 
not teach him any thing improper, nor by any 
remark make him discontented with what I have i 
decided on for him." 

" Never, father, I give you my word ; if you 
trust me to read with, and instruct Jamie, one of 
the principal ends I will keep in view, shall be 
the reconciling him entirely to the life of- a 
farmer. 

••Well, well, Arthur,'* said William as he 
knocked at the door of Glenlyn House, '* keep 
your word, and donH think of putting any of 
your red-coat notions into Jamie's head or I will 
never forgive you." 

''i^ever," answered Arthur, as the door 
opened. " I would ralViet )ae ^.fexia^t, at ^^«vw 
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aservaoty all my life, than act so dishonourable a 
part to my more than father." 

Little Jessie* who had obsery^ed them approach- 
ing, opened the door, screaming with delight at 
seeing Arthur ; he had never once approached 
Glenlyn, from the time of her being there) for 
fear the laird should again ask him to live with 
him. Jessie, however, now would hear of no 
excuse against his coming in. She had so much 
to show him, and to talk to him about, that he 
was at length persuaded to be led up stairs, to 
where Mrs. Beaumont was sitting. 

On his entering the room, Mrs. Beaumont 
looked upi andy for an instant, the same extraor- 
dinary feeling came across her mind, that she had 
felt on first seeing him sitting on the tree. 

** Arthur, my dear," said she, " What has be- 
come of you ? All the rest of your family have 
come to see Jessie ; but though I have sent re- 
peatedly for you, I have never once seen yt)a, 
since she has been here." 

" My brothers, ma'am, have more time than I 
have, and, as I have seen Jessie, when she came 
to the farm, I thought it best not to intrude at 
the only hour I am at leisure, which is betweea 
seven and eight o'clock." 

*'' How do you employ your time all the morn- 
ing ? I have not heard of your going to school.'' 

** No, ma'am," answered Arthur, << I do not go 
to school ; but I am engaged with John GribsoOf 
in assisting him to build the village of Lynhead» 
and afterwards I am at my book the whole day." 

''^u/iJiog with John Gibson, Nx^m\\ ^>miJ^ 
bas put that into your head 1 \ VSwsBr. ^^xi^^^^^^ 
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have doae much hetter? if you had accepted the 
coloners offer; hut I helieve that will not do 
DOW," contiDued she, glaucipg at Jessie, <' so we 
must think of something else for you, by and 
bye." 

" Very true, ma'am, it certainly would not do 
either for Jessie or me. I can do very well at 
present, as I am, and when I am old enough to 
leave home, I hope I shall find some friend^ who 
will be willing to assist me." 
, When Colonel Beaumont qame inta the room, 
he appeared excessively struck with the altera- 
tion a few months had made in Arthur ; and, on 
conversing with him, and hearing from his father 
the explanation of his working with John Gibson, 

^ he said, '<upon my word, William, this boy de- 
serves to succeed. Not one in a thousand would 
either have had the ingenuity to lay such a plan, 
or the courage and perseverance to carry it 
through. But. I doubt, Arthur, for all your in- 
dustry, you will find Latin more difficult than 
you expect : and I shall not be surprised to hear, 
that before the year is expired, you will have 
laid it aside in despair." 

'* I do'nt think so,'' answered Arthur, smiling.. 
'< I am not very apt to despair, and - never gave 
up a thing I once began, merely from its being 
difficult, in my life." 

Jessie, who was impatient to show her brother 
all her treasures, now drew him away into ano- 
ther room, and, for a few minutes, Colonel Beau* 
moDt sate without speaking. At last he said, " it 

js very oddf but Arthur, in t^ce ^T\<dL xsvasxi^x^ %^ 
^^I'Qogljr resembles some ouelYi^^.v^^^^'^vo^voiaX.^ 
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With) that I could fancy him an old'acquaintance. 
I cannot think who it is ; but really the likeness 
is surprising I" 

" There is no accounting for likenesses,'' an- 
swered William quickly. ^* All my children are 
different ; some very dark, like myselCand others 
fair, as Jessie is, like her mother." 

" I don't think Jessie like your wife," said M^rs. 
Beaumont ; ;she is much handsomer than ever 
Jane could have been." 

** Years make a great difference, ma'am, par- 
ticularly when accompanied with sorrow, and of 
that we have had our share ; but, in my opinion, 
when I first knew Jane, she was as handsome as 
ever Jessie will be." 

'< It is not surprising at least, that you should 
think so," said the colonel; 'Met us retire into 
my study, and attend to our business, and then 
we can return and settle all about Jessie's beauty, 
when that is finished." 

Before William took leave, Jessie brought him 
a shirt of her own making, which she presented 
to him by her aunt's desire, to let him see that 
she was taught what was useful, as well as orna< 
mental. 

William was excessively pleased with this at« 
tention, and asked Mrs. Beaumont if she wpuld 
allow Jessie to spend the next day at the farm. 
" It is her mother's birth*day, ma'am. Jane is 
very anxious to have all her children with her, 
and, therefore, if you would be so good, we 
should take it as a kindness." 

No objection was madeAo \toa \\^'^^'a«^n '«ss^ 
ker father promised to \)tm% )asi )ass«sft vsi ""^^ 
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were written by my poor father, while he was in 
India. If I could only get them arranged ac- 
cording to their dates^ it is all I should want. 1 
find writing a great fatigue, in the position in 
which I am obliged to lie ; but if I could have 
some one who would write^ from my dictation. ,1 
could get on very well, and find a great deal of 
amusement from the employ tnent." 

*' i cannot recommend a fitter person for yout 
purpose than Jessie's brother, Arthur. He really 
is a most surprising boy. You know it was. to 
be referred to moi whether he had made sufficient 
progress, by himself, in his Latin, during the last 
year, to be allowed to continue to educate him- 
self, and, if not, he Was to be sent to school. 
His examination passed yesterday, and, t do 
not hesitate to say, that he has got on much 
better than he could have done at Linton 
school, or even at the High school of Edin- 
burghy in the same time. I have advised his 
father by no means to interfere with him, but 
to allow him to go ob as he is doing ; and I 
have no doubt that in a very few years he will 
be an excellent scholar. Etis engagement with 
John Gibson is merely an expedient for supplying 
himself with books, and is by no means one suited 
to such a boy ; if, therefore, you would engage to 
pay him weekly, I have no doubt he. would wil- 
lingly devote his mornings to you, instead of 
working with John at Lynhead." 

*^ If you really think him capable of doing what 
, I want. Brown, I should prefer Arthur about me 
to a sf ranger." 
« I am pretty sure he \a ^^^tfe^^V3 c^^>&&^ ^ss«- 
doins your business, i€ \l "\a ox^i ^"^"^^ ^"""^ ^^ 
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mentioned." ** Then I will send for him direc 
and once more try if I can persuade him to s< 
me ; perhaps he may not have the same objec 
to act as an amanuensis, that he decidedly sho 
to become a servant." 

As soon as Mr. Brown went away, the col< 
wrote a note to Wil1iam> desiring him to s 
Arthur down to him in the evening. A 1 
after seven o'clock Arthur arrived, a good < 
agitated from the fear of what the colonel m 
want with him. He listened to the proposal 
tentively, and then answered, that he would 
lingly attend him at the hours he at present sj 
with John Gibson, to write for him ; but tha' 
could not possibly infringe upon those devote< 
his studies. 

<* Very well, Arthur, a few hours in the mon 

^ will answer all my purpose, and you .will find 

at least as good a pay master as John Gibson. 

<' John has behaved, sir, very well to me, dui 
the whole time I have been with him. He wil 
sorry to lose me. as I know he will find it diffi 
to get another boy to work as steadily as I h 
done. Few have the same motive for exerl 
and attention. Money is so far an object to 
as it enables me to buy books that are requi 
for my instruction, for I have ng right to ex{ 
that my father should be at any expence with 
when I do not choose to follow his advice in 
choice of my future pursuits. I shall therel 
hope that you will pay me the sixpence a w 
that I give up, but I do notaskiikot^\^"a\^tLd1 
tAat has been quite suffccient lo ^xaOowa^ 

^^^e yet required.'* 
^rota this day, Arthuxbec^qsve V3[ie\«v\^ 
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giant morning companion. The manuscripts were . 
written, and printed ; but still the colonel found 
some employment which served as an excuse for 
having him continually at Glenlyn. For 30me 
months he was merely in the room with himself ; 
but gradually he brought him, for one reason or 
another, into the dramng-room, and at last was 
never easy when he did not dine with him. Ar" 
thur's conduct, during the whole of his advance^ 
ment, was uniformly marked with the greatest 
propriety* Always modest and respectful, he 
yet, when encouraged, entered into conversa- 
tion with both Colonel and Mrs. Beaumont i who 
almost insensibly became so attached to him, that 
they quite considered him as a member of their 
family. 

Things went on in this manner, for nearly threes^ 
years. Allen had attained his thirteenth birth- 
day, and was a very promising lad, though much 
inferior, in point of ability, to Arthur. He quite 
entered into the wishes of his father, for his being 
a clergyman, and devoted his whole mind to his 
book, which greatly pleased both William and 
Jane, who often talked to Arthur on the folly of 
his continuing to object to so rational a plan. Ja- 
mie's improvements were likewise very obvious. 
True to his word, Arthur had taken care, while 
he endeavoured to give him useful informatioa 
upon subjects he thought fitted for him, never to 
encroach beyond the limits laid down by his fa« 
ther ; and Jamie thought, Ihtow^Vi AVk^ xsaaxsajsj^- 
went of bis indefatigable \ii?»lT wcVox , ^''^^^^f^^^^ 
uness of a farmer was equaW^ ^^^^"^^^^ T^x^ ^^'a^ 
f either a soldier, or a cletg^m^xi %^^^ ^^"^ 




enter into his head to taake the flhghtest oppo- 
sition to his father's pleasure. 

One morning, when Arthur, as nsaal, went to 
Glenlyn, he found the colonel in bis study, Wait- 
ing anxiously for him. " Arthur," exclaimed he, 
as be entered, " come in, and shot the door. I 
have something of great consequence to roentioii 
to you. You know the manuscript that I publish- 
ed tno years ago, written by my father, on the 
affairs of India. It has attracted, at last, the at- 
tention of goverment, aud 1 have received, this 
morning) an offer of promotion to the rank of 
General, and, likewise, of being sent ont to take 
a command. I cannot hesitate on the answer 1 
must give to such a proposal ; bat my difficulty 
will lie in reconciling my wife to our separa- 
tion ; for nothing could induce me to allow her 
to share my danger. She has been in very deli- 
cate health for some months past ; and I really 
dread the effect this information may have on 
her." I 

Arthur, whilst the colonel was relating this, felt j 
bis heart throb so violenlly, that he could scarcely 
command himself sufGciently to hear the conclu- ' 
sion of his speech. Contrary, however, to his 
hopes, the colonel made no meotioa of bis inten- 
tion of taking him with him. He wasof too proud , 
a spirit to ask what be knew the colonel must per- I 
fectly well understand to be bis wish, and therefore 
makk^ a great exertion over himself, he spoke ' 
oagilrasbe cotild,onthe\KaV'c&%w\c>T^vci'[QTTains 1 
JWw. Beaumont of what vjasYitAj X-o^-^ttVisx-ss 
macb distress. . . . 
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whilst I am at a distance from her. My stay, if 
I live so long, wiU not exceed five years; and by 
the time I return , I hope 1 shall find you all com- 
fortably settled in the situations your worthy &- 
ther has so mur.h at heart You and Allen may 
both, perhaps, be absent in future at the Univer- 
sity for six months in the year ; but your sisters, 
and Jamie, must try, while she is left alone here, 
to cheer her winter evenings, when the weather 
may prevent her from having the society of other 
neighbours." 

Arthur felt almost indignant ; yet he command- 
ed himself sufficiently to say, <* that no attention 
which any of his family could pay to Mrs. Beau- 
mont, at any time, should ever be neglected.'* 

The colonel) occupied with his own thoughts^ 
did not take notice of Arthur^s agitation or change 
of manner. He gave him some letters to copy, 
and then said he should not want him any more 
till the next morning, when he hoped, he would 
come as early to him as possible ; as he had a 
great deal to arrange in his own affairs, and, like- 
wise, to settle something relative to his father 
and himself, which must be done before he quit- 
ted Scotland. 

The moment Arthur had finished his task, he 
left Glenlyn^ and flew to his friend in the moun* 
tain. During the intercourse which had subsist- 
ed between them, the situation of the latter had 
been greatly meliorated. Arthur's connexion 
with John Gibson *had enabled him to build up 
the old man's little hvit, and a* Vve ^«w oldat^ 
aod was more accustoine& Vc^ ^o \«isJw^w?^^ ^-^ 
Linfon for books, pens, 8juc. \i^ >aa^ ^^^"^^ti^ 
procnre him many W\e wVvcVi^. ^\»^- .^^^^.x^^ 
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him from day to day ; this Art 
imagined, was merely to gain ; 
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ways appeared particularly pie 
had told him he had been at 61 
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berths predictions. This morning had» however, 
completely dispelled the flattering illusion ; and 
he arrived at his friend's little cot, in so great a 
ferment of spirits, as quite to alarm the old man. 

<< What has happened, my child ?" exclaimed 
he» the moment he saw him. ' " Something dread- 
ful must have occurred, to agitate my dear hoy in 
this manner. Are your parents ill, or either of 
your brothers or sisters ? Arthur shook his head, 
. but was still unable to speak. 

The old man started ; " Is any thing the mat- 
ter at Glenlyn?" whispered he, turning very 
pale. '< O, my child, tell me at once, and do not 
keep me in suspense !" 

*' No, sir, there is nothing the matter, either at 
hoDEie or at Glenlyn ; aU goes on well with every 
one but myself.'* 

*' Cheer up, then, Arthur ; I dare say, there is 
nothing very bad the matter with you. Nothing 
but what a little patience and perseverance will, 
in a little time, overcome." 

Arthur then related what had passed between 
the colonel and himself, that morning ; and 6nish- 
ed by declaring, that if bis hopes failed with the 
colonel, he knew not what plan he could next 
pursue. 

'* So, Colonel Beaumont is going abroad," an- 
swered Robert ; •' I did certainly never expect to 
have lived to see that happen. 1 think, Arthur, 
ypu have mistaken his meaning. Compose your- 
self for the present, and go to him to-morrow 
morning, looking as, cheeiful wid Vw^^^ ^'^i Va >& 
accastomed to see you* and^Xj^ve^^ Ta&^>^"^^^ 
ffive yoa very different rke^»feom\^>Qa>*l^'^^^^ 
received to-day. But, do ^o\x >i?Ka^ ^^"^"^ 
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maDage, either by getting year father, or Mr^ 
Brown, to. call on him this evening, to indiice him 
to take a walk ?'* 

** I dare say, my father will call on him, sir, if I 
tell him of his intention to go abroad ; for he 
will naturally wish to have every thing relative 
to Lochmore settled before he quits the country." 

*• That will do very well. And now, Arthur, 
I must send you away^ as I wish to be \e(t alone 
for this evening. If you accompany the colonel, 
I shall have much to say to you, and, therefore, 
you had best go home now, that your absence 
may be the less observed, when I most require 
you." 

Arthur took leave, as he was desired ; but he 
had no longer any faith in the old man's predict 
tions : and he returned to Lochmore, dispirited 
and miserable. 

He related to William the laird's intention of 
quitting the country, which fully accounted to 
bim for his son's state of spirits ; but though he 
felt some regret, that the colonel had not thought 
highly enough of his boy, to take him with him, 
be yet flattered himself that in all probability his 
not doing so would be the means of reconciling 
Arthur to his own plan of making him a clergy- 
man, which he infinitely preferred, from its keep- 
ing' him in the country, to protect his brother and 
sister. 

He took no notice, however, of Arthur^s me- 
lancholy looks, at that moment ; and only said, 
/Aat be would go, and call at Glenlyn in the 
evening, and hear how tVie ^oot\^4l \iot^ wxOci. 
Aearyaews. 
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William set out on his visit as soon as his work 
was over, and Arthur endeavoured to drive from 
his thoughts his own disappointment, by reading 
with his brothers. His intercourse with the fa- 
mily of Glenlyn, had been productive of one great 
service, equally useful and amusing to his bro- 
thers and himself; Mrs. Beaumont having kindly 
offered him the loan of whatever books he wish- 
ed, that her library contained ; and even assisted 
bioi, with her advice, in choosing them. 

WiUiam found the laird sauntering in the glen, 
who welcomed him most cordially, saying he had 
wished to see him that night, but Mrs. Beaumont 
had been so ill, that he could not leave her long 
enough to go to Lochmore. ** Let us walk into 
the farm yard," continued he, << for I would ra- 
ther have our conversation together, before we 
join her in the drawing-room." 

William of course, turned into the gate of the 
farm yard^ just as Jessie was coming out from 
feeding her chickens. William kissed her. and 
her uncle told her to go home, and try to amusei 
her aunt, till her father and himself came in. 

She ran towards the house, but on turning up 
the path that led out of the glen, she saw an old 
beggar, meeting her. 

*' Will the young lady help a poor creature 
this evening, who has walked a great way, and 
is yet far from home ?" 

•' Willingly, poor man/* answered Jessie ; " if 
yoa will return with me to tVve Vko\>&^^ \ h<^ ^g^ 
roa something to eat and dnTiV^vt^cXVi^'' 
"No, miss, that will not Ao, to ^^^"f^!!^^^^ 
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Ud's Loup. 1 have no mooey, and poc 
care little about these kind of things, the 
know well the lady of the house would i. 
great deal of thein ; for they are very fine o: 
kind." 

Jessie felt in her pocket. '' I have on 
pence to give you ; but that will, per hap 
you a night's lodging ; and, if you call a 
Finlay's, at Carlin's Loup, and tell hin 
Jessie Mathieson sent you, I am sure he wi 
you some bread and cheese, and a tank 
beer. I will pky him for it, the first monej; 
and that will be next week." 

The beggar took the sixpence, and, kiss 
put it into his bosom, saying, that he ho 
blessing would descend on her, and hei 
showing so much compassion to the want: 
stranger. He held out the bag with the s 
for her to take ; but Jessie put it from hei 
ing she would not take it; he might sell 
some one else, who could afford to pay hii 
ter for it. 

" Nay, miss, you must not affront even i 
old man like me, by refusing the on{y rel 
can make to your kindness. Take the ba| 
give it to the lady, who will bless you, am 
you a thousand times better than she ev* 
before, when she hears how well you remc 
, the precepts and example she has given y< 
always being ready and willing to assist the 
and helpless." 

Tlie beggar^ as he said this, put the bag 

Motq Jessicas /laod, and, befote ?\ie W4 \: 

^osfFer biiDf he hobbled past Viet, «nAv«w 

^^^bi JQ a minute. Ste wu fowwA ^^ 
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the house, and, flying up stairs to her aunt) told 
1 her the adventure she had met with, and gave 
her the bag. It was fastened with a piece of 
string, which was tied so firmly, that Mrs. Beau- 
mont could not loose it. She, therefore, sent 
Jessie for a pair of scissars, to cut it. She was 
scarcely gone, however, when she found her . 
penknife, and, cutting the string, emptied the 
bag into her lap. It contained some very fine 
pebbles, but a sealed note at the bottom attract- 
ed the whole of her attention. She hastily 
caught it up, and) on looking at the seah was 
seized with such a fit of trembling, that it was 
with the greatest difficulty she kept herself from 
fainting ; hearing Jessie coming singing along the 
passage, she secreted the note, before she ap- 
peared, and, holding out the bag and the stones, 
saidf *' here, child, they are very beautiful ; take 
care of them, and to-morrow we will put them 
into your collection of curiosities." 

She instantly quitted the room, and, retiring to 
her own chamber^ double locked the door, before 
she ventured to draw the mysterious note from 
its place of concealment. When her husband 
and William returned from their walk, she was 
still absent ; but) on Jessie tapping at the door, 
she opened it, and, snatching her to her breast, 
kissed her repeatedly, saying, she loved her 
more than ever. 

Jessie smiled, and answered that the beggar 
had told her, that her aunt would love her more 
than ever, and he had spoke true. 

" Hush, Jessie, love, dou'l mevi\XwvNXNft.Ni^'?5l?^> 
for yon know your uncle vjou\A.\>^ n«^1 ^\isg^^>^ 
P 1\ ' 
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he knew that he had come through the glen ; he 
never allows any one to go that w^y, but those 
who belong to the house.'* 

*« Oh, I wo'nt tell then. The poor old man 
was a stranger, and, I dare say, knew no better." 

'* Most likely, my dear ; ^>ut it is best to say 
nothing of your having seen him, to any one." 

She then took the hand of Jessie, and entered 
the drawing-room. Her eyes were red with 
weeping ; but, as they knew the cause she had for 
sorrow, it was not remarked. William remained 
but a short time after she came into the room. 
On taking leave, he promised to return to Glen- 
]yn the following night, to receive some directions 
relative to the management of the farm during 
the colonePs absence. 

Next morning, Arthur prepared to obey the 
laird's directions by going early to Glenlyn. He 
had spent a restless night, and his mother, as he 
left the cottage, asked hitn, *' if he was well, that 
he looked so pale ?'' 

*< O yes, mother quite weU ; though, I believe, 
I have got a little headach from not sleeping 
very well ; the air will cure it, no doubt, and I 
must make haste, as the laird will be waiting foi 
me." 

** Walk slow, Arthur, and don't overheat your- 
self, for I cannot think that it is only a headach 
that makes you look as you do." 

"Wait for me, dear Arthur," cried Annie, 

from the other room, ^^ Jessve de^vce^xck^lQ ^ome 

tbb momingi very early, aaMLt^.'^^^^wstfSQ^.\ia 

^ome thoughts of going Vnto ^^vt^a^^^ ^^-^ 

f^^^ aad she. wishes ua to Yiave ^Xox^^Vi^'^^^ 
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, " I cannot wait, Annie," answered Arthur, " for 
1 am rather too late already/' 

Annie, however* was sooner ready than he 
expected, and overtook him before he entered 
the glen. 

*• Something has vexed you, Arthur, I doubt," 
said she, as she came up to him. *' It is not like 
you, to refuse to wait a minute to oblige me. 
I wanted very much to speak to you<» K>r you 
have more sense than any of the resti and will, 
perhaps, be^ able to advise me how I should lay 
out the money that I have got from Mrs. Beau- 
mont. Every Saturday, she has always given 
me a sixpence, and Jessie a shilling, to spend in 
any way we like. Jessie^ I believe, has bought 
a new gown for my mother, and I should like to 
give her something too, and have our presents 
ready on her birth-day, but I cannot think of any 
thing she would like. Can you, Arthur, help me ?" 
'< Yes, Annie, I think I can. I heard your mo- 
ther, only yesterday, wishing earnestly for a new 
bible. Her own is of so small a type, that she 
cannot now see to read it." 

'*That is the very thing; if you think that 
twenty sixpences will be enough to buy a good 
one, and will purchase it for me the first day you 
go to Linton ; for I think you will judge better 
of it than either Jamie or Allen could do." 

** I will, willingly, my dear Annie, do that, or 
any thing else for you, if you wish it ; but there 
is the laird coming to meet us, so you had best 
leave me now^ and I will take care not to forget 
fo execute your little comtma^Vovi?^ 

Colooel Beaumont \\e\d ow\. \»a V-asA Va Vx- 
hm, as he advanced toviaxA^Vvtsv, «sA easss^^jx^^ 
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* sent to our separation. Wi 

j{ to go abroad with me ? anc 

'l father will consent to the m< 

I *' My own consent, colonel. 

< on the situation and rank I 

i * As a servant I never will er 

\ or abroad, even with you, 1 

so many obligations ; but, if I 

i sion, and am put in a way < 

; for the present, and by dilige 

hope to rise in my professic 

with you willingly, but will 

attention and gratitude less t 

ferring on me what I have k 

to obtain. To that alone 

reward of every exertion I h 

j improvement ; and I can trt 

, t age of ten years, it has hei 
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Arthur felt, at this UDexpected fulfilment of all 
his most sanguine hopesi too much oppressed 
Vfith gratitude and surprise, to be able, for some 
tninutes, to utter a syllable. He leant against 
the railing of the farm yard, near which he 
atood^'and drew his hat over his. brows. The 
colonel allowed him to recover himself, and 
walked away to a little distance. When he 
thought he had had time to be composed, he 
turned round to join him, when he perceived 
Arthur upon his knees, as if in prayer. A mo- 
ment afterwards, he saw him spring to his feet, 
and advance, his eyes sparkling, and his whole 
countenslnce glowing with animation and de- 
light. 

** Colonel Beaumont," exclaimed he, as he ap- 
proached, ^' you have, by your liberal and gene- 
rous proposal, made me the happiest of human 
beings. Ever, whilst I live, rest assured, that no 
attention or exertion on my part shall be wanting 
to prove to you how deeply I feel all I owe you ; 
as well on my own account, as for the marked 
kindness which you have uniformly shown to my 
whole family. If I live, I trust that even humble 
as I am, t may be able to convince yon, that 
the boy, whose mind you have had such a share 
in forming, will, in his intercourse with the 
world, neither disgrace your patronage, nor give 
you cause, in any way, to repent the interest he 
has created in the feeling mind of Mrs. Beau- 
mont To her, ii is impossible that I ever can, 
in any way, repay the ob\\ga\\ovi ^^\ia&\^^^s«k 
uader; but, from this momeiil, \ %o\ots5^ ^^ 
mJse tbat no son, howevet Yi^ttc^i ^V»s^^^^^ 



1 believe, prefer my refc 
him, and adopting his plan of gQ 
church ; but as Allen has agreed t< 
will in that< and as he will, by doing i 
near ta protect Jessie, my father ^ 
object to my following whzit he has 
to be the only line I can evef ente 
energy/' 

•* Allen protect Jessie ! What do yc 
thur ? I hope she will require no othe 
than what my wife can give her, until 
but even if she did, your father and Jai 
are likely to be as good protectors to 
Allen, who cannot expect to have t 
power for many years yet." 

** Oh," answered Arthur, (complet 
to recollection by this remark,) " I 
what I know my father bears very 

min<1 that frnm Jpeci«»*- »"^^ — *- ^ 
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placing her in that situation which she will he 
qualified to fill. 

** Your father, Arthur, is without exception, 
the most sensible man I ever met with. I need 
not say in his rank of life, for very few in any 
rank have so clear and just notions on almost 
every subject, on which he is called to think or 
act. We must go in and see Mrs. Beaumont, and 
then I wish you to return home and tell him what 
I have proposed to you ; for till he has sanctioned 
t^e measure, neither of us ought to take any steps 
in forwarding it. If he approves of it, I shall write 
this very evening to secure a commission : and 
when that is obtained, I shall appoint you formally 
my aid-de-camp." 

They walked in silence towards the house, and, 
at the door, were met by Jessie, who, catching 
her brother's hand, said, ** You must come up, 
Arthur, to my aunt, directly ; she wishes to see 
you quite alone for a few minutes.^' 

The colonel smiled, as he said, *» go away, 
Arthur, and receive.all your instructions for keep- 
ing my nightcap, and flannels in proper order* 
I really believe my poor Mary fancies that my 
life depends on having all such matters under the 
care of an aid-de-camp of her own choosing, and 
will feel a thousand times happier by knowing 
that you are with ine, who have so long almost 
lived with her, than if I had the care of twenty 
strangers, who have never had the beneht of her 
instruction." 
Arthur ran up stairs mVYv ^e^%\B. ^V^^^^^^^ 
ber aunt's dressing room, ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^a^ 
Mrs, Beaumont ^aa at V\i^ ^^"^"^^V^^V^ 
head upon her hand. SiV^e^ ^ovvX^^ ^ 
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close beside her, and desired Arthur to be seaiedf. 
Re iDStantly obeyed her, and began to thank her 
for having influenced the colonel in giving him 
his appointment. 

<* Hush, Arthur, we must speak of something 
else at present, before we are interrupted. Tell - 
me, my dear young friend, how and when you be- 
came acquainted with Sir Alexander McDonald ?" 

*<I know nothing of any one of that name," 
answered Arthur, directly : << I never even heard 
it before." 

*^ Arthur," cried Mrs. Beaumont, " I won't b* 
deceived. You must tell me where he is. I will 
kneel to you, if you will only put it into my power 
to see him once again.' ' 

'< Indeed, my dear madam, I cannot give you 
the information you require. I give you my 
ssolemn word I know no such person." 

'* It is impossible !" exclaimed she, wringing^ 
her h^nds, " you must be deceiving m^e ; but 
here, tell me, quickly, if you never saw that 
hand-writing ? nor this seal?" 

Arthur took the note she held out to him, and 
on the first glance recognised both the seal and 
writing of old Robert. He pretended to turn to 
the window, to examine it more minutely, though, 
in reality, to gain time to consider what answer 
to give to so embarrassing a . question. It was ' 
again repeated, when fortunately the coloneFs 
step was heard, coming towards the dressings 
room. " Mrs. Beaumont, in the greatest trepida- 
tJoD, snatched the note from Arthur's hand, and, 
lu'dhg it in her bosom, said, ** atkOlW Wtafc V 
^ust Insist on a direct answer to m^ c^e^xXotk «a 
'^Ganljr proof I will ever receive ixomiwio^ 
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your gratitude for what I have done, either for 
you or your sisters. Silence, however, on the 
subject is necessary at present j and beware how 
you ever drop a hint of what has passed, before 
the colonel." 



CHAPTER VI. 

Arthur was, from this modient, employed by 
the colonel till the hour of his leaving Glenlyn, 
when, knowing that his father, who had beeJ^T , 
engaged at some distance from Lochmore thm^ 
morning, was not likely to have yet returnecl 
home< he ventured to go to the mountain in order 
to tell his friend there what had happened, and 
to solicit his advice, with regard to the answer he 
must give to Mrs. Beaumont, relative^to the seal 
and waiting. 

Old Robert was evidently waiting impatiently 
for his arrival. '' I have expected you- Arthur, 
for nearly an hour. What has kept you soiate ? 
Has the colonel changed his mind, or how is it ?" 
Arthur, as composedly as he could i related all 
that had passed that morning at Glenlyn : and 
when he had tinished, be asked what answer he 
must give, if Mrs. Beaumont should press him 
again on the subject. 

Robert listened to the whole account with 
great interest. ** I thought it would be so — I was 
8vre of it," and many remBiks oS ^^ ^-^xssfc^Kws^^ 
escaped him, during tbe tecXviV \ \sviX. ^^^^ "^^ 
::ai»e to the scene in the diesim^-x^o^^^ f^"^ 
ishead, and said, - MaTN,^^^^ , ^'^^^'^^J^^^ 
^ot, though ever affecUou^te. \^ V^xv. va^^^^ 
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however, no harm has heen done. My dear A^^ 
thur will no more betray Sir Alexander M*l>^:^^^ 
nald, than he has yet done Old Robert. Yc^^^^ ^ 
must rather seek than shan her inquiries, cic^jr ^ 
dear, and tell her distinctly that you both knonr 
the h^nd- writing and the seal of the note ; hat 
that a solemn vow binds you to secrecy, and that 
you will rather resign your appointment than 
break it. I know if you tell her this, she will 
never again press you on the subject, and 1 will 
'take care, when you are gone> to reward her for 
.the kindness she has shown to you." 
. % Arthur thanked his old friend for his advice, 
and then proceeded to consult him on the subject 
of his new appointment ; the duties of which he 
was unacquainted with. The old man ebtered 
with the energy and spirit of youth, into all that 
regarded it ; telling his pupil that he must spend 
as much time as possible with him, whilst he re- 
mained in the country, in order to learn how to 
conduct himself, when called on to mix with the 
world. . '' Alas, my young friend,*' continued the 
old man, " they will be the last hours that we are 
very likely to gild the evening of my wretched 
life with. Providence has, however, been very 
kind in not permitting me, even in this soIitude» 
to lead either a useless or an idle life. In form* 
ing your mind, and fitting you for entering into 
the world, Such as yqu now are, I fully believe, I 
have been as usefully employed, as if I had been 
living in what was once my own bouse, in the 
/mc/s/ of my family and friends. I shall feel your 
/oss deeply; but still I sbuW ever le^ovce Vt\ VW 
hance that has brought us togeihei v «»^ ^^ 
>^ cease, while I exist, to pra^ foi ^out ixv^^v- 
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ness and success in this world, looking forward 
with confidence to the hope of meeting you in a 
more lasting and a better one." 

Arthur was deeply affected ; he grasped the 
hand of his old friend ; and, as if almost afraid 
to make the proposal that hovered upon his lips, 
could scarcely speak distinctly. The old man 
looked at him. *< You have not said all you 
wished, Arthur. Speak out, my dear boy. If 
I can serve you in any way, do not fear to make 
your request known. My own son was never 
dearer to me than you are." 

<* I cannot venture to say, my dear sir, that I 
have a request to make to you, because I cannot 
exactly know how it may please you ; but I have 
^ a proposal to state to you, which, could you agree 
to it, would very much relieve my mind from the 
pain I feel in leaving you here, at your age« so 
entirely out of the reach of assistance, in case of 
sickness, or illness of any kind : and, even though 
you should still continue in health, I cannot think, 
without much uneasiness, of the unbroken soli- 
tude my absence must reduce you to. To re- 
medy this, I wish to propose, that you would 
allow me to confide the secret of your residence 
here to my brother Allen. He is as honourable 
and as trast-worthy, I am confident, as ever I 
was, and would as strictly confine to his own 
breast any secret I reposed in him. His studies 
are much the same that mine were, for the first 
year or two that I was with you^ and I have Uttla 
doubt that as he advances iu^^'&^V'^'w'^^^^^^'^^®*^ 
a companion who may amxi^e noxv^ «»^ ^"^^^^ 
a// tbeUttle commiasions I Viwe >i>S^^l''^^ 
He 18 likely to remaiii coi»1«dXVj Vo. Vas^ ^"^^ 
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for several years, and even when he goes to col- 
lege, he will always returD to Lochmore during 
the summer months. Through his means, I 
could keep up a constant correspondence with 
you, which would, 1 think, both amuse and inte- 
rest you ; and my mind would be kept at rest by 
learning from him every thing relative to your 
v^ishes and wants." 

Old Robert had uniformly, by a shake of his 
bead, negatived Arthur's proposal througii all the 
various advantages he had represented as likely 
to result from it, till he came to where he said 
that through Allen he could hold constant inter- 
course with him. That made him raise his eyes, 
and, when Arthur stopped, he said, " if I thought 
that any other boy could be trusted, I believe 1 
^ might be tempted to confide in your brother, for 
the prospect it holds out to me of hearing from 
and of you : but the thing is so improbable, and 
the risk 1 run so great, that I dare not, in com- 
mon prudence, agree to it, either for my own 
sake, or for that of one who is far dearer to tiie 
than life." Arthur thought it best not to urge 
the matter further, at that moment; he. therefore, 
left the mountain promising to go to Glenlyu the 
next rooming, and give Mrs. Beaumont the an- 
swer Robert recommended, and, afterwards, as 
soon as he could get away, return to hi^ friend, 
to beneGt as much as possible, during the short 
while he had to remain in the country, by his in- 
structioDs. 
When William was mtotme^ ^i >Xv^ ^Otfiw^^ 
proposal of taking Ailhut, Yve cW^^^Vv^ VasA&x 
^W ^uswfered, " The hutvd o? ^toV\^^\i^, m:^ 
^^o, is in this, and itbecoux^auo\.meV^o^^t%ss 
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objections to so rattoDal and unlooked for a way 
of placing you in the rank yoa are entitled to fill 
Under Colonel Beaumont's care, I can have no 
fear, in permitting you to enter the world, as I 
am confident, that he will watch over your moral 
and religious conduct, as much as he will en- 
deavour to instruct you in the duties which your 
new situation requires. Act but towards him as 
uniformly well, as you have ever done towards 
me, and, if your life is spared for a few years, I 
I have no doubt that we shall both have to glory 
I in having been made the instruments of rearing 
i and protecting the orphan son of my^ dear and 

I ever valued master.'* 
From this day* preparations began to be made 
for the departure of the colonel and his young 
1^ aid-de*camp. Mrs. Beaumont listened to' Ar« 
I thur's answer, which had been prescribed by 
I Robert. She wept much when she understood 
I it, but never afterwards attempted to draw any 
more information from him on the subject, though 
from that time her attention and kindness, both 
towards him and Jessie, seemed to be redoubled. 
A few days before the travellers were to quit 
the country, Robert informed Arthur that he had , 
resolved to allow him to introduce Allen to him. 
*^ I find I cannot give up all hope of correspond- 
ii^ with you, my dear son, without sacrificing my 
life in the attempt. I have determined, therefore, 

)to admit your brother into my confidence, and 
trust that I may find in him an equally honoura- 
ble miod with your own." 
Arthur felt, at this iBfotm^Woiik^^vl ^\wi^V^ 
been removed frgm his mvaJi. 1&a VJoac^^^^^sa. 

1^ 
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brotfaei w!th 
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friend, aod ptomiaed to bring liia brotfaei with 
faim the next day, as be could easily Intercept 
him DD his way &om echool ; and if his abseDce 
were to be olwerved, he coald account Tot it by 
atatiiw that he had much to say to him before he 
left him, and had detained him in walking, for the ^ 
purpose of coDveraing more at liberty than in ]^ 
preience of the family. t^ 

The next day be accordingly met Allen as ha 
had planned, and, with much caution, commnni* 
cated to him some part of his secret. AUea 
listened to the history of Arthur's edncation with 
the greatest astonishment, and then grasping hu 
brother'shand.Baid, "tell me, my dearest Arthar, ■ et 
if it lies b mj power to repay, in any way, the I -y, 
great debt of gratitude we all one to this poor I of 
desolate old man. Rest assured, that if secrecy V Co 
ia still required far his security, no temptation, | a^ 
however atrong, shall iuduce me to betray what ■ b 
yon may entrust me with ; and, duimg your ab- f 
senco, nothmg that I can do, either to add to his 
comfort, or inanre his safety, shall ever be ne- 
glected. I own I am greatly pleased to find that 
your astoniabing progress in Latin and Greek is 
now accounted for; as since I have known the 
difficulty of acquiring such knowledge, I hare 
looked upon myself as certainly one of the great- 
est dunces in the world, ftom being so infinitely 
behind you, though enjoying what appeared to 
me such rery superior advantages. Now, Ifaongh 
' etHI tbiak jon have gieaX mmi). \a the constant 

V 



TBI! tiCOTTISB OBPOAITS. IS'6 

r 

to attain which, by yoar own exertions, has eve^ 
appeared to me almost a miracle." 

Arthur smiled. '* I don't wonder machi Allen, 
at yoor sarprtse. Indeed, 1 have been greatly 
astonished, that Mr. Brown should have been so 
easily deceived into the belief/ that I was entire- 
ly self-taught ; but let us return to my good wor- 
thy master. He has, at my earnest entreaties, at 
last consented, before I quit the country, to allow 
you to be entrusted with his secret ; and I have 
promised, that if he will admit you into his re- 
tirement, you will supply my place in some mea- 
sure to him, and manase aU his concerns as qui- 
etly and attentively as I have done myself. Are 
you willing to undertake this charge ? It is one 
of considerable responsibility, Allen, and, there- 
fore, you must not enter into it without being 
aware of all its difficulties. Not even diy father 
must ever be allowed to suspect that you have 
any motive for absenting yourself from the 
houses more than you have been accustomed, 
as yet. to do, than merely your love of a solitary 
walk." 

Allen answered, ** I fully understand, brother, 
what I engage in^ and am ready to bind myself 
by any promise you think necessary. As far as 
is possible to comply with your directions, I will 
most scrupulously fulfil them; but you must 
clearly explain to your old friend, that in me, he 
can never have either a companion, or a confidant, 
equal in judgment aud foTelbo^^^ V^^>2c^ ^^b^^ 
be is aboni to lose.'* ^ 

J' An honourable andfwIfti^vX VsiV^TiCx^^ "^^^ 
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you in any degfOe, tMi9~i8 i 
not make, nor any exertion i 
to enable m^ to attain it." 

*' Attend then closely, m] 
instructions of my kind old ms 
fear but that in a few years 
me in literary acquirements, 
knowledge. The line of life 
it requisite for me to enter tb 
age than you will have any ( 
therefore, if Robert's life tx 
have the benefit of his instrn 
and consequently reap grea 
the intercourse, than 1 hav^ 

^ now very near bis retreat ; 

^ you must give me a solemn p 
or indirectly to hint to a bi 
know of such a spot.'* 
Allen crave the required 
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bushes* They descended from the rock, crossed 
the ravine, and ascended the opposite side. 

*< What a wild place yoo are bringing me to," 
said Allen ; *' I thought I had known every step 
of these hills as well as any one in the country ; 
but I never came near this spot in any of my 
wanderings." 

<' It was chance alone that brought me to this 
spot," answered Arthur, ^*if, indeed,! ought to say 
so, when considering the advantages that have arr- 
sen from it, it really appears as if Providence had, 
for its own good purposes, directed m^ steps hi* 
ther, at the very time when I most required assist- 
ance. But here we are," continued he, putting 
aside the bushes, '' and there is my dear friend^ 
watching for our arrival." 

A spot of green grass, about twenty yards , 
square, lay in the very heart of the brushwood ; 
and on one side of it, a small thatched cottage, 
completely screened from observation even from 
the top of the hills which rose about it, by the 
spreading branches of two large trees that grew 
on each side. Old Robert was seated on a large 
stone at the door. He rose directly, on seeing 
Arthur, and held out his hand to. welcome him. 
He appeared to be between sixty and seventy 
years of age, rather below the middle size, stout 
made, with a healthy, cheerful countenance. 
His hair was quite white, and rather bald, a high 
forehead, quick eye, with an aquiline nose,, and ii 
small mouth, which even yet was furnished with 
a good set of teeth. Altogether he certainly 
must have beenconsideiedb^ ^N^\i\^V\&x^4s^^ 
than the two boys, vrYio TkttN^ y^^ti^^ \sssfikx^>'^'^ 
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equally pleased with each other 
assured Arthur that he was dow 
having granted hit prayer, as no 
either the honour or fidelity of ^ 
in his face. * * 

The week piissed quickly afi 
which was to carry the Colonel 
their friends. The evening befc 
had fixed to set out, Arthur, du 
tial conversation, which he held 
entreated that he would inform ] 
ly y^aa ; biit William positively r< 
alleging, that he had pledged 
master not to divulge the secret, 
dren* till an event had taken pla 
ordinary course of natures could j 
great distance. " You are still, Ai 
and therefore I do not think, e^ 
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packet into his hand, *' which I mean for you, and 
request that yon may alwaye carry it about you ; 
it contaiuB directions, as to where you must apply 
for my narretire, if I should die befure you re- 
turn to your native country, if I live till theevent 
happens, that sets me at liberty to relate your &' 
ther's history to you and youk' brother and sister, 
you may de))ei]d on receiving it by the very 
next ship that leaves England after the event 
takes place ; but if it should so happen that I 
am taken anay before that time, let me entreat 
that at all events yon will not claim my papers, 
tdl yon have attained your one and^ twentieth 
year. 

Arthur answered, " your will my dear father, 
is, and oa{(ht to be, my law, I confess I am dis* 
appointed, as 1 had hoped that before I left you, 
fou might have judged it proper to confide to 
me who my natural parents were ; but since it wqa 
their will to direct you to act otherwise, 1 shall 
never urge yon, on that, or any- other subject, to 
act contrary to what you know to have been their 
pleasure ; nay, even had you no such reason to 
fire me for refusing to gratify my wbhes, I ought 
Id feel too confident m your judgment, to com- 
plain of what, I am perfectly certain, ts occasion- 
ed entirely by your conviction of the benetit which 
nay arise to myself firom keeping me still ignorant 
on the subject." 

" Thank yon, my dear boy, for this high proof 
of confidence ; b^eve me, it repays me for every 
thing I have done for you. Anxiety alone for 
>oar ire//are ivould at preseal Y^«n«E&.icn ^\<nsv 

emn naUinir it In <rnn* »»» nn«» n^k^q Vq\i^V^«^ 
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but Jane and myself, is it at present known. A 
haying quitted my own country, and sacrificed 
connexion with all oar friends, for the sake 
keeping it within our own breasts, it woul< 
acting weakly, if, merely to gratify a curioi 
which, though very natural, can yet produc 
good ends in the present posture of affairs, 1 1 
to risk, by a premature disclosure, all the go 
have struggled so many years to secure, 
selfish motive, Arthurt ever actuated me, in 
thing that regarded you ; and even to my h 
breath, there is no sacrifice I will not willi 
make, if required, to insure either your happi 
or your security.*' 

" I know it well, dear father," answered 
thur, in a low, tremulous voice : '* and wh 
forget or reject your counsels, I must be unwo 
of the light of heaven. '' 

'* I do not fear, my son, that that time 
ever come," answered William, cheerfuUy ; ** 
have ever been a dutiful and obedient boy, i 
the first moment of your being mine. In on 
stance alone did you ever oppose the slighte 
my wishes, and in that very instance you 
right, and I was clearly wrong ; as it undoubt 
was much better for you, in every point of v 
to go into the world, than to settle quietly 
clergyman here, though my limited means 
dered it impossible for me to think it likely 
jou could ever be rendered fit for doing so. i 
jroa have contrived to ovetcome all diflBctl 
/ can iiardly yet undetaUnA\ WV.«^wvV 
have, in former times, seenxooK^ ^«c8\^\i 
A'g-i rank and educatVotv.wnc^^^^^^^"''^^ 
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no one, let him be who he may, need blush at 
haying you for a companioo." ^ 

Arthur coloured deeply, and pressing his fa- 
ther's hand, said, *' when you, dear sir, confide 
to me the secret, entrusted to you by my parents, 
perhaps I may be at liberty* in return, to relate 
to yoUr in confidence, the only thing I ever con- 
cealed from you in my life. At present, your 
vow is not more binding than the promise that 
passed my lips, nearly five years ago : and; till 
the reason for silence on my part is removed i my 
father will not* I am sure, urge me to break it. \ 
I cannot, however, allow you to believe that the 
change in my manners, and increase of know- 
ledge, were all acquired merely from my own 
industry. I have had advantages of so high a 
stamp, that, had I not perfected by them, I should 
have deserved to have sunk into everlasting ob- 
livion, and remained, during life» the humble as- 
sistalit of poor honest John Gibson.'' 

William looked surprised, while Arthur was 
speaking ; but imagining that Mr. Brown had 
taught him in secret, and, perhaps, from the fear 
of making his other parishioners jealous* if they 
knew that he gave so much of bis time to one 
boy, had stipulated for his silence on the subjects 
he answered him by a smile, saying, '* welL my 
boy, whoever has taujght you, has great reason to 
be proud of his scholar ; and, since you have 
learnt nothing but good from his instructions, 
have DO right to complain, ox yi\sXi\.^ ^v^Sk^^-s^. 
secret be wishes to conceA.'* ^ >^ 

iVextmorniDg, Arthur, ^lex ^^^^^^^"^^ 
partiag with his mottier «ltiA ^xwxvNft^ tr^N^'^ 
drawn from their arma A^y VJ\\\\^^> ^^^' 
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scarcely less agitated himself, yet felt the oe< 
sity, for all their sakes, to shorten so painfV^^ ^ 
moment. Arthur had executed Annie's c^^2zir 
mission, by procuring a handsome bible for J^e^^-^m 
mother, and had added another exactly siahi/arj^ 
as a parting gift to herself. He had taken ai^ 
opportunity in the morning, to give her th^ 
books, and to return to her her well-hoarded six<^ 
pences) telling her that he must insist on her al- 
lowing him to pay for both, and he hoped that 
when her mother's birth-day came round, she 
would present it from him, as a proof that he 
neyer could forget the happiness which that day 
had always conferred on him, as well as on all the 
rest of her children. ** And it will go hard with 
me, Annie," said he, " if I do not enable you, in 
one way or another, to put her in mind of your 
oldest brother, on that day, every time it comes 
round, as long as lam^bseut." 

Poor Annie could only answer by her tears. 
She gladly received the books, and hurried with 
them to her own Httle box, to prevent the possi- 
bility of their being seen till the time fixed for 
producing them. 

Allen and Jamie accompanied their father and 
brother to Glenlyn, where all was nearly ready 
for the traveller's departure, l^ the time they 
arrived. Mrs. Beaumont appeared more com- 
posed than was expected ; she was pale, and 
looked as if she had not slept ; but still she spoke 
cheerfully, and evidently tried to exert herself. 
Jdssie, on the contrary, for the fir&t tim^ in her 
Ji'fe, seemed to have lost her xesoVvNAOtv. ^t^fe 
'Jasped Arthur in her aimS) waA^e^ «^^>^ 
^^, the whole time he was mWi V^i. ^OTx\i>s. 
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part, the separating from her almost overpower- 
sd him ; and, when the colonel motioned to him 

foUow him, he eagerly called to his father, 
ind putting her into his arms, said, ** guard her, 
iear sir, lis jou would do Annie, from every 
uirm that may assail her, till my return, in what- 
ever shape it may come. To you and Allen I 
intrust her: and may the time arrive) when I 
hall be able to receive her from your hands, to 
»art from her no more !" 

«* We shall all protect her, dear Arthur, be assu- 
edy'^ exclain^ed Jamie. '< Jessie is as dear to me 
s Annie is ; and though you and Allen are more 
sarned than I am, yet still I am confident neither 
f you would do more to protect and provide for 
>ur sisters, than I will always do." 

Arthur turned to him, as he was quitting the 
oom ; and straining him to his breast, whispered, 
' I know it, Jamie, and ought not to have made 
be exception I did ; but you will forgive me, and 
npute it only to inattention, not to any want of 
onfidence or love." William was still detained 

1 soothing Jessie ; but fearing that he should 
>se a last embrace from the son he so dearly 
)ved, he disengaged her arms from his neck, 
nd, putting her gently on the sofa, ran out of the 
:)om. He was just in time to catch Arthur's 
and, as the latter was stepping reluctantly into 
ie carriage, after having lingered as long as he 
ould, at the bottom of the stairs. The colonel, 
ppressed with his own feelings, guessed what 
etained him, and, wishing to spare William the 
aia of a £nal leave-takings \i^a c^^^v^Vs^^ 

T Artbf^T, that he had Vj^^ufexw^ Vi cJws^- 
iUiam's arrival saved Vdm ito^v ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
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POSTSCRIPT, BY THl 

Thus, my dear young readi 
that Arthur's perseverance, 
dustry and virtue, was retii^ari 
the object of an hoBourahJe s 

My present' engagement c 
off here ; but I propose, h t 
weeks, 4o lay before you u t 
History; from which you 
pleased to learn the continuei 
young hero, the generous pat 
him by his friend, the Col 
Beaumont, and the gratifying 
awaited honest WiLUAtf anc 
The veil of mystery, which 
over the character of old Re 
removed ; and, I trust, you 
struction, as well as amuseQ 

♦rt ♦Ko anil, ihpi talft f\f i\\i 
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